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at Virginia Commonwealth University 
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DNA DSBs are most toxic to cells because they can lead to genomic rearrangements and even 
cell death. Most DSBs induced by ionizing radiation or radiomimetic drugs such as 
calicheamicin and bleomycin, bear 3′-phosphate or 3′- PG moieties that must be removed to 
allow subsequent gap filling and ligation.  DSBs can be repaired by two main pathways: the 
homologous recombination (HR) pathway and the non-homologous end-joining (NHEJ) 
pathway, NHEJ is the primary repair pathway in mammalian cells. While HR repairs single 
strand breaks (SSBs) or DSBs accurately by using an undamaged copy of the sequence mostly at 
late S phase and G2 phase, the NHEJ pathway repairs DSBs without the requirement for 
sequence homology in a processing that may be error-free or error- prone and is most active at 
G1 phase. TDP1 is a DNA repair enzyme in both pathways, It associates with DNA SSB repair 
proteins XRCC1 and DNA ligase III and plays a role in processing of topoisomerase I- mediated 
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SSBs. Our early results suggested that TDP1 also can remove protruding 3’- PG and other 3’ 
blocks from DSBs ends in vitro. A homozygous H493R mutation in the active site of TDP1 
causes spinocerebellar ataxia with axonal neuropathy (SCAN1), a rare autosomal recessive 
genetic disease with neurological symptoms including peripheral neuropathy. DNA damage and 
misrepair can be determined by measuring the incidence of chromosomal aberrations such as 
rings, breaks, dicentrics, acentric fragments, and translocations in metaphase cells, and 
micronuclei in interphase cells. To assess the possible role of TDP1 in DSB repair in intact cells, 
the radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells was determined by using a dose-fractionation method of 
irradiation. The data indicated that, when exposed to fractionated radiation doses, the SCAN1 
cells were more sensitive than normal cells. Moreover, following treatment of cells with 
calicheamicin, SCAN1 cells showed a significantly higher incidence of dicentric chromosomes, 
acentric fragments, and micronuclei compared to normal cells, indicating that calicheamicin-
induced DSBs were repaired less accurately and less efficiently, or more slowly in SCAN1 cells 
than in normal cells. All these results are consistent with a role for TDP1 in repair of 3’-PG 
DSBs in vivo.  
Oxidative stress is thought to induce replicative senescence and DNA damage in mouse embryo 
fibroblasts (MEFs). To determine the possible roles of oxidative stress on Tdp1-deficient MEFs, 
Tdp1-knockout MEFs and normal MEFs were cultured in 20% oxygen (atmospheric) and 3% 
(physiological) oxygen. The data from growth assays indicated that normal MEFs showed 
replicative senescence in 20% oxygen but not in 3% oxygen.  Tdp1-knockout MEFs showed 
very poor growth compared to Tdp1 normal MEFs in both oxygen conditions, clearly suggesting 
an influence of repair of Tdp1 on oxidative stress induced DNA-DSBs in MEFs.  
 
 
xiv 
Taken together, our results indicated that TDP1 is capable of removing protruding 3’-PG from 
DSB ends in intact cells. Moreover, DSBs induced by oxidative stress were repaired more slowly 
or inefficiently in MEFs when Tdp1 is absent, resulting in cell cycle arrest and poor cell growth. 
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                                                     I.   INTRODUCTION  
 
Cancer remains a leading cause of death globally. Along with surgery and chemotherapy, 
radiation therapy is one of the most important methods of cancer treatment. It contributes 
towards 40% of curative treatment for cancer (Baskar et al., 2012), and at least 50 percent of all 
cancer patients will receive radiotherapy at some stage during the course of their illness (Tobias 
JS et al., 1992). Although radiation therapy is directed at the tumor, it is inevitable that the 
normal tissues surrounding the tumor will also be affected by radiation damage (Burnet NG et 
al., 1996), and radiation is also a proven carcinogen. The target of radiation therapy is DNA.  
1.1 DNA Structure 
The structure of DNA forms the basis for discoveries in DNA damage and repair. In 1953, 
following a long term study and debate, the correct structure of DNA was resolved by Watson 
and Crick, their results were published in Nature on April 25, 1953 (Watson, Crick, 1953), and 
they were awarded a Nobel Prize in 1962 due to this work. 
This classic description for the structure of DNA is that DNA has two helical chains coiled 
around each other on the same axis. The two chains are antiparallel and follow a right-handed 
helical pattern. The bases are on the inside, the phosphates are on the outside, and the 
deoxyribose sugar is roughly perpendicular to the attached base. As the phosphates are on the 
outside they have easy access to cations. There is a residue on each chain every 3.4 Å of axis 
length, and the structure repeats itself after 10 residues or 34 Å. The bases Adenine (Purine) bind 
with Thymidine (Pyrimidine) and bases Guanine (Purine) bind with Cytosine (Pyrimidine).  
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1.2  DNA Lesions  
Although the structure of DNA is relatively stable as a carrier of hereditary information, DNA 
damage due to environmental factors or normal metabolic processes inside the cell occurs at a 
rate of 1,000 to 1,000,000 molecular lesions per cell per day (Lodish et al., 2004). Unrepaired 
lesions in critical genes (such as tumor suppressor genes) can impede a cell‟s ability to carry out 
its function and increase the likelihood of tumor formation. The majority of DNA damage affects 
the primary structure of the double helix. DNA lesions can be classified as endogenous and 
environmental.  
Endogenous DNA damage may come from intracellular production of reactive oxygen species  
(ROS); from normal metabolic byproducts; especially from the process of oxidative deamination,  
also from V(D)J recombination as well as some replication errors. There are five main types of  
DNA lesions due to endogenous cellular processes: oxidation of bases (e.g. 8-oxoG), alkylation 
of bases (e.g. methylation), hydrolysis of bases (e g. deamination, depurination), bulky adduct 
formation and mismatch of bases (due to errors in DNA replication) (De Bont, van Larebeke, 
2004). 
Exogenous DNA damage may result from: exposure of ultraviolet light B (UV-B light causes 
crosslinking creating pyrimidine dimers, called direct DNA damage; UV-A light creates mostly 
free radicals), thermal disruption (causes increased rate of depurination and single strand breaks), 
industrial chemicals (e.g. hydrogen peroxide, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons), or exposure of 
ionizing radiation (causes bases oxidation, single-strand breaks and double-strand breaks) 
(Acharya et al., 1975). Base damage and SSBs can subsequently lead to DSBs when encountered 
by DNA replication or transcriptional machinery (Branzei & Foiani, 2007; Michel et al., 2004). 
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Figure1-1. Radiation-induced DNA damage. Radiation interacts with water, which constitutes 
80% of the cell volume, to form hydroxyl radicals (OH·) that then account for the majority of the 
damage caused by γ-rays. The hydroxyl radical diffuses in aqueous solution and damages DNA and 
other cell components and induces a series of cell responses such as gene mutations, cell cycle arrest, 
and replicative senescence, and leads to the generation of cancer. Types of DNA damage induced by 
the hydroxyl radicals include single-strand breaks (SSBs), double strand breaks (DSBs), as well as 
base damage. There are several factors that affect which type of DNA damage would be generated, 
such as the proximity of the free radical generation to DNA, diffusion distance and the energy of the 
radical. 
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Figure 1-2.Formation of 3′-Phosphoglycolate DNA end by ionizing radiation. Radiation 
causes formation of free radicals. The free radical acts at the 4′-carbon of deoxyribose ring, 
changing the 4′-carbon into a radical species (I). The 4′ carbon radical then reacts with oxygen to 
become a peroxyl radical. Then the deoxyribose sugar spontaneously fragments (Giloni et al, 
1981), creating a DNA break, releasing a base, leaving a phosphoglycolate bond to the 3′ carbon 
of the previous base in the DNA strand, and a phosphate bound to the 5′ carbon of the next base 
in the DNA strand.  
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1.3 Formation of 3′-Phosphoglycolate DNA End Modifications 
Radical species from hydroxyl radical or superoxide radical attack the DNA chain on the 4′ 
carbon of deoxyribose, changing the 4′ carbon into a radical species. The radical 4′ carbon then 
reacts with oxygen to become an peroxyl species. Then the deoxyribose sugar spontaneously 
fragments (Giloni et al., 1981), creating a DNA break, releasing a base-propenal, a 
phosphoglycolate (PO4CH2COOH) bond to the 3′ carbon of the previous base in the DNA strand, 
and a phosphate bound to the 5′ carbon of the next base in the DNA strand. The radical species 
that may induce the attack mainly include hydroxyl radical HO• generated from the 
decomposition of H2O2 (Cadenas et al., 1989), or a superoxide radical O2. 
1.4 Mechanism of Ionizing radiation-induced DNA double-strand break 
Radiation used for cancer treatment is called ionizing radiation because it forms ions when 
passing through a tissue and cell. Most effects of ionizing radiation result from its damage to 
DNA (Hutchinson et al., 1966).  Ions are atoms that have acquired an electric charge through the 
gain or loss of an electron (Dunne-Daly CF et al., 1999). Higher energy level of radiation (Linear 
Energy Transfer) such as α-particles, interact directly with critical biomolecules in cells like 
DNA to cause a change in the molecular structure. However, radiation may interact indirectly 
with water molecules in the cells, resulting in the production of highly reactive and unstable free 
radicals or reactive oxygen species, which immediately react with any biomolecules in the 
surrounding area, producing cellular damage (Fang YZ et al., 2002). The initial radical 
production following energy deposition is non-homogenous, and high local concentrations occur 
in events called clusters or spurs (6-100 eV for 1MeV electron) and blobs (100-500 eV for 1 
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MeV electron) (Mozumder, 1985). It is known that the interstrand distance (10 Å) can be 
spanned by regions of high radical density, making multiple radical attacks on opposite strands 
possible. These radical attacks in close proximity on both strands can lead to local multiply 
damaged sites (Complex DNA damage) (Ward, 1990), including DNA SSBs and DSBs, as well 
as some base damage like 8-oxoguanine (Demple, Harrison et al., 1994). SSBs and DSBs are 
produced in different proportions. While there are 1000 SSBs estimated for a Gy of radiation, 
about 40 DSBs occur per cell per Gy (Ward, 1990). DSBs are believed to be the most severe 
lesions that cause gene instability and cell death.  
1.5 Cell Responses to DNA Damage. 
It is extremely important to understand the various DNA damage responses that have evolved in 
cells to repair this damage, because even a single unrepaired DNA DSB can lead to cell death. A 
common hypothesis is that, following DNA DSBs, the first step in the cell response is to 
recognize the presence of damage, even though the mechanism directing the recognition of DNA 
DSBs remains unknown. ATM (Ataxia Telangiectasia Mutated), a main damage sensor, is 
activated by the presence of damage as well as changes in chromatin structure. Activated ATM  
phosphorylates H2AX yielding γ-H2AX) surrounding a DSB (Rogakou et al., 1998; Burma et 
al., 2001). MRN (Mre11/Rad50/Nbs1) complex is one of the first proteins that recruits and binds 
to broken DNA ends. Many other DNA damage response proteins are then recruited to the sites 
of DNA DSBs to form IRIF (Ionizing Radiation Induced Foci). Early IRIF are shown to consist 
of γ-H2AX, 53BP1 (a protein to function as a transcriptional coactivator with P53), MRN 
complex and MDC1 (mediator of DNA damage checkpoint protein 1, required to activate the 
intra-S phase and G/M phase cell cycle checkpoints in response to DNA damage), that reach 
peak levels at the IRIF within 30 min (Rogakou et al., 1998; Schultz et al., 2000) (Stewart et al., 
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2003). Rad51, Rad52, BRCA1 and BRCA2 are involved in foci formed at later times following 
radiation exposure. ATM, BRCA1, MSH2, MSH6 (the mismatch DNA repair proteins), and 
MLH1, BLM and MRN complex are thought to form part of BASC (BRCA1-associated genome 
surveillance complex), which has also been considered as a damage sensing complex (Wang et 
al., 2000). Some studies suggested the roles of DNA-PK in cell cycle checkpoint controls (Woo 
et al., 1998), and in apoptosis in response to DSBs (Wang et al., 2002), both of which are less 
clear than those for ATM and ATR.  
Once DNA damage is recognized, a choice for repair pathway needs to be made. There are two 
major mechanisms to repair DSBs in mammalian cells: HR and NHEJ (Valerie & Povirk, 2003; 
Lieber, 2008). Several factors that influenced the choice of pathway will be discussed in the 
following section. 
 
 
1.6 Homologous Recombination (HR) Repair. 
 
 
HR repair for DSBs requires homologous sequences, such as sister chromatids, as a template to  
 
replace lost nucleotides at the break site. Therefore, HR repair is considered a high fidelity or  
 
error-free pathway for repair of DNA DSBs, especially for those DSBs caused by replication  
 
forks collapse (Sung & Klein, 2006).  This pathway is only active in late S and G2 phases of the  
 
cell cycle (Helleday et al., 2007; Takata et al., 1998). A large group of proteins are involved in  
 
HRR pathway and play different roles. These proteins include RAD51, RAD52, RAD54, 
RAD55, RAD57, BRCA1, BRCA2, XRCC2, XRCC3 and MRN complex.  Following 5ʹ-3ʹ 
resection, RPA (single stranded DNA binding protein), RAD51, RAD52 and RAD54 bind to 
resulting ssDNA overhangs (Li & Heyer, 2008). RAD51 and RPA on ssDNA tails help in 
initiating strand exchange. MRN complex, along with other nucleases (possibly CtIP) resect the 
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DNA to generate ssDNA ends for DNA pairing and strand exchange as well as holliday 
junctions form. Now either the Holliday junctions disengage and DNA strands pair or a crossing-
over event may result from nucleolytic Holliday junction resolution. CtIP is involved in the 
required resection because it possesses a 5ʹ-3ʹ exonuclease activity that MRN complex does not 
have. CtIP along with MRN has been shown to be required for the 5ʹ DNA end resection 
following which the ssDNA is bound by RPA and subsequent steps of HRR can occur. 
 
 
1.7 Non-homologous End Joining (NHEJ) Repair 
 
 
NHEJ is the predominant mechanism for DSBs repair in mammalian cells, mainly in G1/G0 
phase of the cell cycle (Rothkamm et al., 2003). NHEJ is more effective in repair of DSBs 
induced by V(D)J recombination (Jankovic et al., 2007), and most particularly, it does not 
require homologous sequence information for repair (Roth, Porter & Wilson et al., 1985). 
Radiation and the resulting ROS interact with DNA to produce multiply damaged sites/complex 
DNA damage with different lengths of overhangs, termini blocked with 4ʹ- oxidation products 
and several types of base damage most commonly 8-oxoguanine and thymidine glycols. Core 
NHEJ proteins include KU, DNA-PKcs, DNA ligase IV, its cofactor XRCC4 (Chu, 1997; Calsou 
et al., 1999; Karran et al., 2000; Chen S et al., 2001), DNA polymerase µ and λ (Mahajan et al., 
2002) and XLF (Lieber, 2010). 
1.7.1 Mechanism of NHEJ pathway. 
Once DSBs occur, Ku heterodimers first bind to DSBs (Mimori, Hardin, 1986). Ku then binds to  
 
DNA-PK forming stable Ku: DNA-PK complex serving as a node where nucleases, polymerases 
and ligases can bind (Lieber, 2008). The change in conformation of Ku-DNA-PK complex in 
DNA ends may also facilitate interaction of Ku with DNA polymerases μ and λ along with 
 
 
9 
XRCC4: DNA ligase IV complex (Nick McElhinny et al., 2000; Chen et al., 2000). Upon 
synapsis of two DNA ends, DNA-PKcs autophosphorylates leading to its dissociation from the 
DNA ends so that other DSB repair proteins get access to the ends of DSBs (Weterings, 2007). 
TDP1 processes DSB ends with a variety of 3′- blocked overhangs. Artemis acts with its 3ʹ 
endonucleolytic activity to process 3ʹ-PG terminated DNA DSB ends in presence of DNA-PK, to 
promote repair proficiency in mammalian cells (Mohapatra et al., 2011). Then the gap would be 
filled by polymerases µ and λ, and the ends are ligated by the XRCC4-DNA ligase IV complex 
(X4L4), which is stimulated by interaction between XLF and XRCC4. For a small part of more 
difficult DSBs, such as DSBs with long or severe damaged termini; DSBs in heterochromatin; or 
DSB whose ends have become physically separated, some other proteins in the “repair foci”, 
including ATM kinase, 53BP1, MRN complex, and Artemis, might be required in a more 
complex subpathway of NHEJ (reviewed in Valerie & Povirk, 2003).  
1.7.2  Structural and biochemical properties of core NHEJ proteins  
Ku 
Ku is a heterodimer consisting of a 70 kDa (Ku70) and a 86 kDa (Ku80) subunit (Walker, Corpina & 
Goldberg 2001; Valerie, Povirk, 2003) which was first identified as an autoantigenic protein from a 
scleroderma patient with initials K.U. The ring shape of Ku is consistent with the property of Ku to 
bind DNA ends and its ability to slide internally allowing other DNA repair proteins access to DNA 
ends (Mimori, Hardin, 1986). X-ray crystallography studies have shown that Ku occupies 
approximately 16 bp of double helical DNA at DNA ends (Walker, Corpina & Goldberg, 2001). The 
two subunits interact with each other through their carboxyl-terminal domains. A minimum of 28 
amino acids in the center of Ku80 are critical for Ku heterodimer complex formation (Wu, Lieber, 
1996). It also has more affinity for double strand DNA than single strand DNA (Tuteja et al., 1994). 
Neither subunit alone can bind to DNA efficiently suggesting that Ku70 and Ku80 functions are 
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interdependent. Ku has also been shown to form a bridge between DNA ends that may help in 
aligning the two ends together for carrying out further steps of repair (Ramsden, Gellert et al., 1998). 
It recruits DNA-PK to DNA ends, which then occupies extreme ends of DNA (Yoo, Dynan, 1999). 
DNA-PK holoenzyme complex occupies approximately 30 bp from the DNA end as suggested by 
DNase footprinting. In addition to DNA alignment and facilitation of DNA-PK recruitment, Ku was 
identified as an effective 5ʹ-dRP/AP lyase and was found essential for the removal of AP sites near 
DSBs (Roberts et al., 2010).  
DNA-PK 
DNA-PK belongs to the family of phosphatidylinositol-3 kinases (PI3Ks) and is a large protein 
with a molecular weight of 469 kDa (Hartley et al., 1995). Its kinase activity is specifically 
activated by binding to duplex DNA ends (Smith, Jackson, 1999). The DNA-PK:Ku holoenzyme 
binds to blunt DNA ends much tightly than does DNA-PK alone (West, Yaneva & Lieber, 1998), 
suggesting that Ku facilitates DNA-PK binding to DNA ends. However, DNA-PK catalytic 
subunit can bind to DNA in the absence of Ku and the binding is competitively inhibited by 
ssDNA or supercoiled DNA (Hammarsten, Chu, 1998; Hammarsten, DeFazio & Chu, 2000). 
This suggests that DNA-PK can be activated by its direct interaction with dsDNA and Ku is 
needed to stabilize DNA-PK binding. Once bound, DNA-PK acquires S/T kinase activity 
(Hartley et al., 1995), and one of its initial targets is DNA-PK itself, with more than 15 
autophosphorylation sites already identified (Meek, Dang & Lees-Miller, 2008). Two major 
autophosphorylation clusters have been extensively studied and span residues 2609-2647 and 
2023-2056. This autophosphorylation of the two end-bound DNA-PK may lead to its 
dissociation from DNA ends to allow further processing (Valerie, Povirk, 2003; Karran, 2000).  
Several studies indicate that overhangs are more robust activators of the DNA-PK kinase activity 
than DNA ends with blunt DNA termini (Hammarsten, DeFazio & Chu, 2000; Smider et al., 
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1998; Jovanovic, Dynan, 2006). DNA-PK preferentially phosphorylates serine and threonine 
sites followed by a glutamine (S-T/Q sites). Most of the known NHEJ factors XRCC4, KU 
70/80, Artemis, and XLF are excellent targets of DNA-PK in vitro and in vivo. DNA-PK-
mediated autophosphorylation is critical for Artemis endonucleolytic activity. Activated DNA-
PK has also been shown to stimulate the ligase activity of XRCC4: DNA ligase IV complex 
(Meek, Dang & Lees-Miller, 2008).  
XRCC4/DNA Ligase IV/XLF  
The XRCC4 gene was originally identified by complementation of radiosensitivity and DSB 
repair deficiency of the CHO derivative XR-1 (Li et al., 1995). Crystal structure of XRCC4 has 
revealed that four XRCC4 monomers form a dumb-bell shaped homotetramer with two globular 
heads and four tails that interact with each other. Both XLF and DNA ligase IV are present in a 
complex with XRCC4. (Lee et al., 2000). DNA ligase IV is present in a tight complex with 
XRCC4 in cells (Lee et al., 2000), and ligase IV is not detectable in cells lacking XRCC4 
(Bryans et al., 1999). Ligase IV binds to XRCC4 at a site near the middle of the α-helical tail 
(Sibanda et al., 2001). It consists of N-terminal core catalytic domain and a carboxyl terminal 
domain with two tandem copies of BRCT (Callebaut et al., 2006) and it interacts with XRCC4 
through the BRCT domains (Critchlow et al., 1997). The crystal structure of XLF (Cernunnos) 
suggests a similarity to the structure of XRCC4 (Andres et al., 2007). Interaction between 
XRCC4 and XLF was identified through a yeast two hybrid system that led to the discovery of 
XLF (Ahnesorg et al., Smith & Jackson et al., 2006). Deficiency of XLF in humans leads to 
radiosensitivity with associated microcephaly (Buck et al., 2006) and a lack of V(D) J 
recombination. XLF-deficient cells also fail to rejoin a substantial fraction of radiation-induced 
DSBs. In vitro reactions with purified proteins have shown XLF to stimulate ligation by X4L4. 
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Our lab has shown that alignment based gap filling is completely dependent on XLF in whole 
cell extracts suggesting that Cernunnos not only stimulates ligation by ligase IV, but may also 
be important for DNA alignment (Akopiants et al., 2009). DNA-PK inhibitor (KU57788) inhibits 
end joining mediated by XLF suggesting that presence of XLF and catalytically active DNA-PK 
is required for end-joining while ATM inhibitor KU55933 has no effect on the XLF-mediated 
end joining reaction (Akopiants et al., 2009). Contacts between KU and DNA ligase IV, and 
between DNA-PKcs and XRCC4 mediate binding of XRCC4/ligase IV to DNA-PK at the DNA 
end termini (Valerie, Povirk, 2003; Hsu, Yannone & Chen, 2001). DNA-PKcs phosphorylates 
XRCC4 on serine / threonine residues in the carboxyl terminal region of the protein (Leber et al., 
1998), however, the relevance of this phosphorylation to NHEJ is still not clear. Analysis of the 
effect of DNA-PKcs on ligation by XRCC4/ligase IV complex shows that both proteins bind to 
the same DNA molecule and that such binding promotes intermolecular ligation as opposed to 
intramolecular ligation seen with XRCC4/ligase IV complex alone (Chen et al., 2000). These 
studies suggest that XLF/XRCC4/ligase IV may serve as an alignment factor to bind DNA ends 
together allowing for ligation to proceed following repair by NHEJ. 
Artemis, WRN, and MRE11 are all nucleases with putative roles in end-joining. Artemis has 
intrinsic 5ʹ -3ʹ exonuclease activity, and upon phosphorylation by DNA-PK obtains an 
endonuclease activity capable of opening hairpin loops, removing 5ʹ overhangs and shortening 3ʹ 
overhangs (Ma et al., 2002). WRN and MRE11 are 3ʹ -5ʹ exonucleases with a preference for 
recessed 3ʹ ends (Kamath-Loeb et al., 1998; Cooper et al., 2000; Li and Comai et al., 2000; Paull 
and Gellert et al., 2000; Trujillo et al., 1998) and WRN is stimulated by Ku (Cooper et al., 2000; 
Li and Comai et al., 2002).  
1.8 Choice of DSB repair pathway 
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Cells have developed their ability to decide which DSB pathway to chose so that the damage can 
be optimally repaired and diminished. Several factors that affect the choice of DSB repair 
pathway mainly including the cell cycle phases, DNA end resection extent, and the severity and 
type of the DNA damage (Aylon et al., 2004; Huertas et al., 2008).  In general, HRR may play a 
more role in late S and G2 phases as sister chromatids are more likely to be acquired during these 
two phases. During DNA replication, HRR is believed to be more important than NHEJ (Haber 
et al., 1999; 2000). NHEJ is available through the cell cycle but more active in G1/G0 phases. In 
mammalian cells, NHEJ has been reported to be a main repair pathway (Guirouilh-Barbet et al., 
2004). 
1.9 TDP1 (Tyrosyl-DNA phosphodiesterase) 
 
RNA transcription, DNA replication, as well as other normal cellular processes produce DNA  
 
supercoiling (Liu and Wang et al., 1987). DNA topoisomerase I, a DNA untwisting enzyme, 
relieves DNA supercoiling by creating transient single-strand breaks (SSB) in which Tyr723 of  
topoisomerase is covalently linked to the 3′ end of DNA (Pourquier et al., 2001).  TDP1 is a 
DNA repair enzyme that cleaves these tyrosyl-phosphate linkages in the rare instances where  
topoisomerase fails to religate the break and dissociate (Interthal et al., 2001). These rare 
instances include slowing the rejoining step or enhancing the initial formation of the cleavage 
complex, as well as accumulation of DNA lesions, such as oxidative damage and thymine dimers 
(Pourquier et al., 1999), and mismatched base pairs (Pommier, 1998). The phosphate group left 
by TDP1 would be removed by PNKP (polynucleotide kinase/phosphatase) (Yang et al., 1996). 
In vitro, TDP1 also processes protruding 3′-PG termini on DSB ends induced by oxidative stress 
(Inamdar et al., 2002) and other 3′-modifications (Interthal et al., 2005). TDP1 interacts with 
SSB repair proteins, but it is more active on DSB ends (Raymond et al., 2005). Even though  
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Figure 1-3. Nonhomologous end-joining repair. The Ku 70/80 heterodimer forms a ring 
structure (blue) that binds to DNA DSB ends. Bound Ku70/Ku 80 helps in the recruitment of 
DNA-PK (pink). This is followed by the recruitment of XLF : XRCC4 : DNA ligase IV to the 
DNA ends which in turn leads to the synapsis of the two ends. DNA-PK autophosphorylation 
causes a conformational change causing it to move away from the DNA-termini, allowing 
Artemis and other endonucleases to process the ends before gap filling by polymerases λ, μ, 
and ligation mediated by DNA ligase IV. (Adapted from Dr. Povirk‟s radiobiology lectures). 
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Figure 1-4. Cell cycle Dependence of DNA Repair. NHEJ is active throughout the cell cycle 
while HRR requires homologous DNA template in the form of sister chromatids (present in S 
and G2 phases) or repeated DNA sequences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
16 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1-5. Diagram of the TDP1 gene and crystal structure of the Tdp1 protein gene 
product. A. The TDP1 gene is located at 14q32.11. B. The crystal structure as determined by 
Davies is colored by domain, with the N-terminal domain (residues 162-350) colored light blue 
and the C-terminal domain (residues 351-608) colored yellow. The active site is located along a 
pseudo-2-fold axis of symmetry between the two domains. The active site resides His263, 
Lys265, His493, and Lys495 are shown as ball-and-stick structures and are colored red (Davies 
et al, 2002). 
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APE1 (apurinic/apyrimidinic endonuclease) can remove 3′-PG moieties from blunt or 2-base-
recessed DSB ends, only TDP1 is able to process protruding 3′-PG termini on DSB ends in vitro 
(Inamdar et al., 2002). Our studies also suggested that this in vitro removal of protruding 3′-PG 
was an early event in NHEJ that occurred prior to Ku loading or formation of the DNA-PK 
complex on DNA ends (Chen et al., 2001; Inamdar et al., 2002). Removal of the glycolate left a 
phosphate group, which was then removed by PNKP (Yang et al., 1996). A homozygous 
mutation at the active site of TDP1 has been identified as the cause of hereditary spinocerebellar 
ataxia with axonal neuropathy (SCAN1). The extract-based experiment suggested a deficiency in 
processing protruding 3′-PG termini on DSBs (Zhou et al., 2005). However, an in vivo 
experiment showed that SCAN1 lymphoblasts were no more sensitive to bleomycin (which 
specifically induces blunt 3′-PG termini) than wild-type cells (Interthal et al., 2005). 
APE1 (apurinic/apyrimidinic endonuclease) is another enzyme that is responsible for certain 
types of 3′-PG removal. It is a major enzyme in the BER pathway responsible for removing 
apurinic/apyrimidinic (AP) sites, it also can remove 3′-PG from SSBs both with gaps and with 
internal nicks with no missing bases, and from DSBs with either blunt or 2-base recessed 3′-PG 
(Suh et al., 1997). However, APE1 did not show any detectable activity for processing PG on 1 
or 2-base 3′-PG overhangs (Suh et al., 1997). Like all other members of the phospholipase D 
(PLD) superfamily, Tdp1 has two HKD motifs (HKD sequence) that come together to form a 
single active site (Stuckey & Dixon, 1999). The crystal structure of human TDP1 shows that 
HKD motifs are composed of histidines 263 and 493 and lysines 265 and 495, and that these 
resides are required for normal catalytic activity (Davies et al, 2002, Interthal et al., 2001, 
Raymond et al., 2004). Tdp1 reacts with its substrate through two Sn2 reactions (Stuckey & 
Dixon, 1999) and follows a general acid/base catalytic mechanism. First, H263 acts as a 
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nucleophile, leading to the formation of a phosphoamide bond to the 3′ end of the DNA moiety. 
Second, H493 acts as a base, activating a water molecule that hydrolyzes the reaction 
intermediate, leaving DNA with a 3′ phosphate end (Intelthal et al., 2001). The mutant TDP1 in 
SCAN1 has an arginine substituted for the H493 residue, and even though this mutant TDP1 has 
some remaining activity, it is much less than wild-type purified TDP1 (Intethal et al., 2005). The 
reduced catalytic activity of SCAN1 Arg493 is due to its failure to activate a water molecule at 
the active site of TDP1 (Interthal et al., 2005). The resulting effect in SCAN1 is that attempted 
repair of covalently-bound TOP1 by mutant TDP1 just exchanges TOP1 with covalently-bound 
mutant TDP1, which has a relatively long half-life compared to wild-type TDP1 which has an 
unmeasurably short half-life (Interthal et al., 2005). The resistance of covalently-bound TOP1 
and mutant TDP1 on DNA may contribute to the molecular pathology of SCAN1.  
 
1.10 Spinocerebellar Ataxia with Axonal Neuropathy (SCAN1). 
SCAN1 is inherited as an autosomal recessive disorder, with onset at adolescence. TDP1 in 
SCAN1 has a homozygous H493R mutation in its active site (Takashima et al., 2002). SCAN1 
patients show distal muscle weakness, gait disturbances, deep tendon reflexes absence, and mild 
brain atrophy (Takashima et al., 2002). Nine SCAN1 patients have been identified from a single 
large Saudi Arabian family, and no increased predisposition for cancer has been found thus far. 
Moreover, whole cell extracts isolated from lymphoblast cell lines of SCAN1 patients show a 
deficiency in processing protruding 3′-PG termini on DSBs, suggesting that processing 
protruding 3′-PG termini is fully attributable to TDP1 at least in vitro (Zhou et al., 2005). It is 
generally presumed that SCAN1 pathology is due to the failure of mutant TDP1 to efficiently 
repair topoisomerase I- associated DNA damage (Takashima et al., 2002). This repair deficiency 
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could indirectly confer sensitivity to oxidative DNA damage, which tends to promote formation 
of topoisomerase I cleavage complexes (Pourquier et al., 1999). Upon replication these cleavable 
complexes can be converted to toxic topoisomerase-terminated DSBs (Hsiang et al., 1989). 
Furthermore, SCAN1 pathology is similar to two other neuronal diseases, Freidreich ataxia and 
ataxia with oculomotor apraxia (AOA1) (Caldecott et al., 2003), both of which have been linked 
to oxidative damage. Even though not proven, some lines of circumstantial evidence suggest  
possible relationships among TDP1 deficiency, oxidative damage, DSBs and SCAN1 pathology. 
 
 
1.11 Chromosome Aberrations and Micronuclei 
 
 
Chromosome aberrations. Chromosomes are composed of long molecules of DNA. When cells 
are exposed to radiation or carcinogens, DNA sometimes breaks, and the broken ends may fail to 
rejoin or may rejoin in different patterns from their original arrangement. The abnormalities that 
result are termed “chromosome aberrations” and may be visualized at mitosis when cells divide. 
Chromosome aberration reflects an atypical number of chromosomes (numerical disorders also 
called aneuploidy) or a structural abnormality in one or more chromosomes. The frequency of 
chromosome aberrations increases with radiation dose to the cells and serves as an indicator of 
radiation dose received. Chromosome breaks, exchanges (rings), dicentrics, and translocations 
are some examples of chromosome aberrations. Among different types of aberrations, dicentrics 
and acentrics (chromosome fragments) are relatively easy to detect, and their frequency is 
therefore useful as indicator for chromosome damage (Nakano et al., 2001, 2007; Kodama et al., 
2001, 2005; Ohtaki et al., 2004).  
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Chromatid-type Aberrations:
   Breaks         Exchanges:
                         Rings              Dicentrics           Translocations
Chromosome-type Aberrations:
   Breaks         Exchanges:
                         Rings              Dicentrics           Translocations
 
 
Figure 1-6. Chromosome aberrations (a model generated by Dr. Povirk). Ionizing radiation 
and radiomimetic agents cause damage of DNA. This damage can be repaired by NHEJ pathway 
which is error-prone. Acentric fragments indicate chromosome breaks, rings, dicentrics, and 
translocations indicate misrepairs which are easy to detect. 
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Figure 1-7. Micronucleus formation.  A micronucleus (MN) is formed during the anaphase of 
mitosis or meiosis. Micronuclei are cytoplasmic bodies having a portion of acentric chromosome 
or whole chromosome which was not carried to the opposite poles during the anaphase. Their 
formation results in the daughter cell lacking a part or all of a chromosome. These chromosome 
fragments or whole chromosomes normally develop nuclear membranes and form micronuclei as 
a third nucleus. After cytokinesis, one daughter cell ends up with one nucleus and the other ends 
up with one large and one small nucleus, i.e., a micronucleus. There is a chance of more than one 
micronucleus forming when more genetic damage has happened. The micronucleus test is used 
as a tool for genotoxicity assessment of various DNA damage components and radiation. It is 
easier to conduct than the chromosomal aberration test in terms of procedures and evaluation.  
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Micronuclei.  A micronucleus (MN) is formed during the anaphase of mitosis or meiosis. 
Micronuclei are cytoplasmic bodies having a portion of acentric chromosome or whole 
chromosome which was not carried to the opposite poles during the anaphase. Their formation 
results in the daughter cell lacking a part or all of a chromosome. These chromosome fragments 
or whole chromosomes normally develop nuclear membranes and form as micronuclei as a third 
nucleus. After cytokinesis, one daughter cell ends up with one nucleus and the other ends up with 
one large and one small nucleus, i.e., a micronucleus. There is a chance of more than one 
micronucleus forming when more genetic fragment broken off from a chromosome. The 
micronucleus test is used as a tool for genotoxicity assessment of various DNA damage 
components and radiation. It is easier to conduct than the chromosomal aberration test in terms 
of procedures and evaluation.  
 
1.12 Types of DSBs caused by ionizing radiation, free radical species, and Calicheamicin. 
 
Calicheamicin. Calicheamicins are a class of enediyne antibiotics, derived from the bacterium  
Micromonospora echinospora, calicheamicin γ1 is the most notable one, it was isolated from the 
chalky soil in mid-1980‟s (Lee et al., 1989). Activated Calicheamicin forms a diradical species 
that simultaneously attacks both strands of DNA with a 3-base 3′  stagger (Dedon et al., 1992). 
One end of each calicheamicin-induced DSB has a 5′ -phosphate, and 3-base 3′  overhang with a 
3′ -phosphate. The opposite DSB end has a 5′ -aldehyde and a 2-base protruding 3′overhang with 
either a 3′-phosphate or a 3′-PG.  
Ionizing radiation.  DSBs induced by ionizing radiation generate many kinds of DSB ends. It  
has been estimated that 10-50% of  DSBs (Hutchinson et al., 1985; Bradbury et al., 2003) have 
3′-PG termini, presumably about half protruding and half recessed 3′-PG termini. 
 
 
23 
Diffusible free radical species from many sources.  These free radical species-induced DSBs 
usually have 5′ -phosphate (occasionally 5′ -hydroxyl) termini, while the 3′  ends will be blocked 
by phosphates or by deoxyribose fragments, most commonly 3′ -phosphoglycolate  
(-PO4CH2COOH; PG) (Isildar et al., 1981; Henner et al., 1983; Ward et al.,1988). 
 
 
1.13 TDP1 as a target in cancer therapy. 
While DNA damage underlies carcinogenesis, it can also be utilized as a means of cancer 
treatment. The capacity of cancer cells to recognize, process and repair DNA damage is a key 
mechanism for therapeutic resistance to chemotherapy (Dexheimer et al., 2008). Due to its role 
in processing of irreversible Top1-DNA covalent complexes, TDP1 has been regarded as a 
potential therapeutic co- target of Top1, also in that it seemingly arrests the effects of Top1 
inhibitor, such as camptothecin (CPT). Therefore, by reducing the repair of Top1-DNA lesions, 
Tdp1 inhibitors have the potential to enhance the anticancer activity of a Top1 inhibitor, 
especially in tumor cells where there may be genetic abnormalities that could confer deficiencies 
in alternative repair pathways. Studies performed in SCAN1 cells have further established proof 
of principle for the development of Tdp1 inhibitors in combination with CPT in anticancer drug 
therapy.  Homozygous mutant SCAN1 cells have been shown to accumulate more total DNA 
strand breaks than normal lymphoblastoid cells after treatment with CPT (EI-Khamisy et al., 
2005; Miao et al., 2006). SCAN1 cells have also demonstrated enhanced sensitivity to the killing 
effects of CPT (Interthal et al., 2005; Miao et al., 2006).  Furthermore, complementary studies 
have shown that overexpression of wild-type Tdp1 protects cells against CPT-induced cell death 
(Barthelmes et al., 2004; Nivens et al., 2004), whereas the inactive mutant Tdp1 H263A does not 
(Barthelmes et al., 2004). Moreover, TDP1 expression has been shown to be elevated in non-
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small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), a cancer commonly treated with CPT (Liu et al., 2007).  Thus, 
inhibition of Tdp1 can be envisioned to potentiate the cytotoxic effects of the clinically used 
Top1 inhibitors. 
A Tdp1 inhibitor aminoglycoside neomycin has been found to inhibit the activity of TDP1  
(Liao et al., 2006). This drug was originally found based on its reported ability to inhibit 
phospholipase D (PLD) (Huang et al., 1999). Both Vanadate and tungstate were found to be able 
to  inhibit Tdp1 due to their ability to mimic the transition state of Tdp1, however, they cannot be 
used as pharmacological inhibitors because of their broad activity against  phosphoryl transfer 
reactions. For the discovery of novel Tdp1 inhibitors, the potential candidates should enhance the 
cytotoxicity of CPT and delay the removal of Top1 cleavage complexes in cell culture, in other 
words, the new drugs should selectively enhance the activity of Top1 inhibitors in tumors with 
preexisting DNA repair and cell cycle checkpoint deficiencies (Dexheimer et al., 2008). 
 
1.14 Specific aims for this part.  
TDP1 has been indicated in its role in processing 3′-PG and other 3′ termini on DSB ends 
induced by oxidative stress in vitro (in both whole cell extract and nuclear extract of TDP1-
mutant SCAN1 and normal control cells). In order to assess the biological significance of 3′-PG 
processing by TDP1, radiosensitivity of TDP1-mutant SCAN1 cells was determined, 
chromosome aberrations also were examined following treatment of normal and TDP1-mutant 
SCAN1 cells with calicheamicin which specifically causes 3′-PG DSBs. 
1.15 Oxidative Stress and Replicative Senescence 
Oxidative stress is an imbalance between the production of reactive oxygen species (ROS) and 
the ability of the biological system to repair the resulting damage. One source of reactive oxygen 
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species under normal conditions in humans is the leakage from mitochondria during oxidative 
phosphorylation. Oxidative stress causes extensive DNA damage through production of ROS, 
which form peroxides and free radicals, disturb normal redox state of cells, activate cell 
signaling, trigger apoptosis, and even cause cell necrosis and death. Cellular replicative 
senescence is regarded as a result of oxidative stress (Parrinello, 2003). Replicative senescence 
affects the proliferation of many cell types (Parrinello et al., 2003). Replicative senescence in 
human cells is induced mainly due to telomere shortening when replicated in the absence of 
telomerase. DNA damage and activation of certain oncogenes also cause cellular senescence 
(Shelton et al., 1999). MEFs are able to spontaneously overcome replicative senescence to 
become immortal. MEFs senescence depends predominantly on the p19 AFR/p53 tumor suppressor 
pathway, whereas human fibroblasts need to lose both p53 and retinoblastoma (Rb) tumor 
suppressor functions for immortalization (Kamijo et al., 1997). MEFs senesce despite having 
long stable telomeres (Wright et al., 2000).  It was reported that senescent MEFs showed an 
enlarged and flattened cell morphology and expressed senescence-associated beta-galactosidase 
(Chen et al., 2001). As mentioned above, p53 and Rb are two main activators of senescence. 
MEFs‟ senescence depends predominantly on the p19 AFR / p53 tumor suppressor pathway. 
Oxidative stress and DNA damage induce phosphorylation of ATM/ATR, two important DNA 
damage sensors. The phosphorylation of ATM/ATR further activates p19 
ARF
 protein, and 
subsequent activation of chk1/chk2, and finally phosphorylation of p53. P19 
ARF
 protein activates 
p53 by sequestering Mdm2, an E3 ubiquitin ligase in the nucleolus, preventing the Mdm2-
mediated degradation of p53. P53 protein is stabilized and proceeds to activate its transcriptional 
targets (Kulju & Lehman, 1995). These targets act as majority of effectors involved in cell-cycle 
progression. 
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Figure1-8. Signals and pathways activating cellular senescence in MEFs. Telomere 
uncapping induces senescence mainly through the DNA damage pathway, activating the 
ATM/ATR pathway and Chk1/Chk2 to stabilize p53. In mouse this response is dependent on the 
activity of p19ARF, while in humans the role of ARF in this response is not known. In human 
cells p16 is activated in certain settings in response to telomere uncapping, through unknown 
pathways. Direct DNA damage activates the senescence program mainly through p53, in 
essentially the same manner as telomere uncapping. Oxidative stress induces DNA damage, and 
also accelerates telomere shortening, possibly leading to accelerated telomere uncapping. The 
downstream response is mediated through the DNA damage pathway and through p19
ARF
. 
Activation of p16 by oxidative stress is seen in certain conditions mainly in human cells (adapted 
from Ben-Porath et al., 2005). 
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P53 activates senescence also by activating Rb through p21, an inhibitor of cyclin E/Cdk2 
complexes. Rb activates senescence by turning off the transcription of E2f target genes (Narita et 
al., 2003). Both p53 and Rb are necessary for the initiation of senescence (Dannenberg et al., 
2000; Sage et al., 2000). Activated p53 and Rb are required to maintain MEFs in senescent state, 
otherwise the MEFs will resume a proliferating state (Dirac and Bernards, 2003; Sage et al., 
2003). 
1.16 Specific aims 
When we assessed the radiosensitivities of immortal Tdp1 mouse cells, we found that there were 
no differences between Tdp1 normal and Tdp1 deficient cells, we thought that may be this is 
caused by the possible occurrence of a mutagenic or adaptive event in MEFs in 20% oxygen. So 
we began to culture early passage of Tdp1 MEFs at normal culture conditions, including 20% 
oxygen. We found that Tdp1 deficient MEFs did not form colonies and grew very poorly in 20% 
oxygen. In order to assess the role of oxidative stress on Tdp1 deficient MEFs, Tdp1 normal and 
Tdp1 deficient MEFs were cultured in 20% and 3% oxygen and the lifespan, growth, and various 
DNA damage and damage response endpoints were examined.   
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                                       II. MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
2.1 SCAN1 cells culture and radiosensitivity assay.  
Cell lines from SCAN1 patients and from unaffected members of the same family were 
generated by transfection of peripheral lymphocytes with Epstein-Barr Virus (Takashima et al., 
2002), and initially acquired from Dr. James Lupski (Baylor College of Medicine). These cells 
were maintained in suspension in upright T-75 cm
2
 flasks at a density of 10
5
-10
6
/ml in RPMI 
1640 medium (Gibco) including 10% fetal bovine serum and antibiotics.  
For radiosensitivity assays of cells from SCAN1 patients and normal relative, the cells were 
grown to plateau phase (around 2 x 10
6
/ml) in 24 – well plates and irradiated with 0.4 – 1.6 Gy  
137
Cs γ-rays each day for 5 days. Then cells were diluted to 105 /ml and the concentration of 
viable cells as judged by trypan blue-exclusion of each sample was measured every other day for 
19 days. 
 
2.2 Dose – Fractionation 
Dividing a single dose of radiation into multiple smaller doses is referred to as dose 
fractionation. In this radiosensitivity assay, dose fractionation method was used to allow the 
normal cells to repair damaged DNA during  time intervals between doses, while the cells with 
absence of DNA repair function will cycle into a more sensitive phase between treatments, 
rendering them more susceptible to radiation damage.  
2.3 Cytogenetics- preparation of metaphase spreads and centromeric hybridization 
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Epstein-Barr virus-transformed lymphoblastoid cells of SCAN1 patients and unaffected relatives 
were obtained from Dr. James Lupski (Baylor College of Medicine), and maintained in 
RPMI1640 medium with 10% FBS and antibiotics. Calicheamicin was obtained from Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals as a gift, and was dissolved in ethanol and regularly stored at -80°C. It was 
diluted to 20 µM in Dimethyl Sulfoxide (DMSO) and then diluted in complete medium prior to 
use. 0-30 pM calicheamicins were used to treat cells for 24 hours and 1 µg/ml colchicine (due to 
its mitosis-inhibiting function) was added 2 h before harvest. Metaphase spreads were prepared 
by standard procedures: Cells were trypsinized as normal and washed with 1 x 10 ml PBS in 15 
ml tubes. Then 0.075 M KCl was slowly added dropwise to 10 ml. As soon as there were about 3 
ml of KCl in the tube addition became faster and the tube was gently inverted during the addition 
of KCl. Cells were incubated at 37 °C (in a water bath) for 6 minutes. Cells were centrifuged at 
900 rpm for 5 minutes. Remove as much KCl as possible and gently resuspend the cells in the 
residual. Slowly add 3 ml of fixative (3:1 Methanol / Acetic acid; prepared fresh) dropwise and 
carefully mix the whole time (Adding fixative too quickly will result in clumping). Cells were 
centrifuged at 900 rpm for 5 minutes and fixative was removed. Cells were centrifuged at 900 
rpm for 5 minutes again and the fixative was removed. Cells were dissolved in 200-500 µl 
fixative (cells are stable for extended times in fixative. If desired, store at 4°C). A few drops of 
cells were dropped from about 18 inches high onto an angled, humidified microscope slide. The 
cells on the slide were immediately spread by very gently blowing across the top of the slide. 
Slides were air dried at least 10 minutes (Slides are now stable for a long time). For centromere 
labeling, slides with metaphase spreads were denatured by immersion at 72 °C in 70% 
formamide / 2 x SSC ( 300 mM of Sodium Chloride, 30 mM of Sodium Citrate, PH 7.0 with 1N 
HCl ) for 2 min then in 70% ethanol for 2 min in ice. Slides were again ethanol-dehydrated and 
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dried and then 10-12 µl of a pan-centromeric probe (Open Biosystems #SFP3336) were applied 
and covered with an 18 x 18 mm coverslip. Slides were hybridized for 16 hours at 37 °C in a 
humidified box, then washed in 2 x SSC for 5 min at 37°C. Slides were washed three times with 
0.5 x SSC / 0.3% NP- 40 for 3 min at 37 °C, 2 x SSC / 0.1% NP-40 for 5 min at 22 °C, and 
finally in 2 x SSC for 5 min at 22 °C. 15 µL of Vectashield Mounting Media with 4', 6-
diamidino-2-phenylindole (DAPI) (1.5 µg / ml) was used in each well for chromosomes staining, 
the coverslips were adhered to the slides using clear nail polish. All washes were performed in 
50-ml glass Coplin jars. Slides were examined using 100 x objective of a Zeiss LSM510 Meta 
confocal microscope imaging system in Imaging Core Facility. The Core Facility is granted in 
part by NIH Grant P30 CA16059. On this confocal microscope, a 405-nm diode laser with 405-
nm blocking and 420-nm long pass emission filters was for DAPI, and a 543-nm helium laser 
with 543-nm blocking and 560-615-nm bandpass emission filters were used for Cy3. Acentric 
fragments and dicentric chromosomes then were scored. 
2.4 Micronuclei formation in interphase cells 
Cells from SCAN1 patients and unaffected relatives were exposed to calicheamicin for 24 h, 
4µg/ml of cytochalasin B (for blocking cytokinesis of cell cultures) also was added for 24 h 
before harvest to allow chromosomal damage to lead to the formation of micronuclei in bi- or 
multinucleated interphase cells. Cells were trypsinized and spun down at 800g for 6 minutes. 
Cell pellets were resuspended gently. For hypotonic treatment, 4 ml of 0.075 M KCl was added 
in each sample. After a 10 minute incubation at room temperature, cells were spun down again 
and fixed with cool Carnoy‟s fixative (methanol: acetic acid; 3:1) for 15 minutes at room 
temperature (disperse cells before the addition of fixative). The fixative procedure was repeated 
three times. The cell suspensions were dropped on wet slides previously cleaned with ethanol. 
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The slides were air-dried and stained with Giemsa dye (from Sigma), micronuclei were counted 
under a light microscope after complete wash.  
2.5 Clonogenic survival assays of immortal mouse Tdp1 cells  
Mouse Tdp1 knockout, Tdp1 double knockout (Tdp1-/-, Artemis -/-), Tdp1 wild type cells, and 
Artemis knockout cells were irradiated (MDS Nordion Gammacell 40 research irradiator (ON, 
Canada), with a 
137
Cs source delivering a dose rate of 1.05 Gy/min) with 1.5 Gy or 3.0 Gy. 30 
minutes after exposure, cells were trypsinized and centrifuged cell pellets were washed with PBS 
once, then 500 – 2000 cells from different samples were inoculated into 100-mm dishes in fresh 
RPMI1640 medium at 37°C.  After 12 days incubation without any moving, cells were fixed 
with 100% methanol and stained with 1% of crystal violet, rinsed with water and air-dried, the 
colonies were counted manually. 
2.6 Proliferation of Tdp1 MEFs 
Wild type Tdp1 and Tdp1-Knockout mouse embryo fibroblasts (MEFs, littermates) were 
generated from Dr. Windle‟s lab in the Department of Human Genetics at VCU.  These cells 
were cultured regularly in DMEM containing 10% heat inactivated fetal bovine serum (FBS, 
from Atlanta biologicals), 10,000 Units/ml penicillin and 10,000 µg/ml streptomycin, and in 5% 
CO2   plus 3% or 20% oxygen, the percentage of oxygen was adjusted using an oxygen sensor 
and regulator and nitrogen source in a culture chamber. 25-cm
2
 flasks were used for cell growth. 
Cells were cultured normally in 3% oxygen with other standard culture conditions before the 
experiment began. When these cells were cultured to 90% confluence, 1.7 X 10
5
 cells were 
subcultured in 25-cm
2
 flasks in both 20% and 3% oxygen for each sample. Concentration of each 
culture was checked and continued to passage 1.7 x 10
5
 cells into a new 25-cm
2
 every 4-6 days 
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(about 1 population doubling). If the number of cells did not reach to 1.7 X10
5
 cells in some 
samples (such as Tdp1 knockout MEFs in 20% oxygen), all available cells in each culture would 
be taken for subculture. Cells were monitored for growth for 91 days. The growth curves were 
made by days against the log value of number of cells. 
2.7 Growth assay of Tdp1 MEFs in 3% and 20% oxygen 
Tdp1 wild type and Tdp1 knockout mouse embryo fibroblasts (MEFs, littermates) were cultured  
regularly in DMEM containing 10% heat inactivated fetal bovine serum (FBS, from Atlanta 
biologicals), 10,000 Units/ml penicillin and 10,000 µg/ml streptomycin, and in 5% CO2 plus 3% 
or 20% oxygen, the percentage of oxygen was adjusted using an oxygen sensor and regulator and 
nitrogen source in a culture chamber. For a cell growth assay, 0.5 X10
5
 cells / per culture were 
seeded in a 6-well plate in completed DMEM, the concentration of viable cells was measured 
every three days for 15 days.  
2.8 Flow cytometric assay  
2.8.1 Determination of H2AX foci formation. MEFs were cultured in 20% and 3% oxygen for 
three days before harvest. Then 10
6
 cells / sample were trypsinized, pelleted and the pellets were 
washed once with PBS. Cell suspensions were centrifuged and resuspended in 3 ml PBS. Cells 
were then fixed by dripping into 7 ml of cold 100% EtOH while vortexing. Then cells were left 
at 4°C overnight. Cells were resuspended in 1 ml of blocking reagent (5% FBS/PBS, freshly 
made), then cells were pelleted by spinning 5 minutes at 4000 rpm. Cells were resuspended in 
500 µl of γ-H2AX monoclonal antibody (Anti-phospho-Histone H2A.X (Ser 139), 1:2500 
dilution, from Millipore, #05-636) for 1 hour 30 minutes at room temperature. Cells were 
pelleted by spinning 5 min at 4000 rpm and washed twice with 1ml of 5% FBS/PBS/0.1% Triton 
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X-100. Then cells were suspended in 500 µl of secondary antibody with fluorescent tag (Alexa 
Fluor 488, goat anti-mouse IgG1, 1:5000 dilution in 5% FBS/PBS, from Invitrogen) for 1 hour at 
room temperature. Cells were pelleted and washed 4 times with 5% FBS/PBS/0.1% Triton X-
100. Cells were resuspended in 600 µl 5% FBS/PBS solution. The data were acquired using BD 
FACS 500 Scaliber flow cytometer and analyzed using FACS analysis software. 
2.8.2 Determination of cell cycle distribution. MEFs were cultured in 20% and 3% oxygen for 
three days before harvest. Then 10
6
 cells / sample were trypsinized, pelleted and the pellets were 
washed once with PBS. Cell suspensions were centrifuged and resuspended in 3 ml PBS. Cells 
were then fixed by dripping into 7 ml of cold 100% EtOH while vortexing. Then cells were left 
at 4°C until use (at least overnight). Cells were then pelleted and washed twice with 5% 
FBS/PBS to remove all ethanol which may interfere with propidium iodide (PI) staining. Cells 
were centrifuged and the pellet was resuspended in 200 µl of 0.5% FBS/PBS. To this cell 
suspension, 5 µl of RNase A (10 mg/ml, from Sigma) and 10 µl of propidium iodide (1 mg/ml, 
from Fisher) were added followed by incubation for 30 min at room temperature.  The cells were 
pelleted and resuspended in 0.6 ml 0.5% FBS/PBS. The data were acquired using BD FACS 500 
Scaliber flow cytometer and analyzed using Modfit analysis software. 
2.9 Alkaline comet assay 
The Trevigen Comet Assay protocol in combination with Trevigen cometslides were utilized in 
this experiment. Tdp1 normal and deficient MEFs cultured at 20% and 3% oxygen (four samples 
in total) were prepared for this experiment. When cells grew close to 90% confluence,  50μl of 
cell suspensions at 1 x10
5
 cells per ml were combined with 500 µl molten LMAgarose (0.5 Low-
Melting Point Agarose , 50 ml PBS Ca++, Mg++ free) in 1:10 ratios at 37⁰C. The slides were 
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subsequently placed flat at 4⁰C in the dark for 10 minutes and immersed in prechilled Lysis 
Solution (Trevigen, Gaithersburg, MD) at 4⁰C for 40 minutes. Afterwards, the slides were 
immersed in freshly prepared Alkaline Unwinding Solution (300mM NaOH, 1mM EDTA, pH > 
13) for 40 minutes at room temperature in the dark. The slides were electrophoresed at 21 volts 
(1V/cm) for 30 minutes in Alkaline Electrophoresis Solution (300mM NaOH, 1mM EDTA). The 
slides were then immersed in dH2O for 2 periods of 5 minutes and in 70% ethanol for 5 minutes. 
The slides were dried at room temperature for 15 minutes. The slides were stained with 100μl of  
4⁰C chilled diluted SYBR® Green I (1ul SYBR® Green I, 10ml TE Buffer pH 7.5). The slides 
were analyzed by epifluorescence microscopy (SYBR Green I‟s maximum excitation and 
emission are respectively 494 nm/521 nm) at 40x magnifications. At least 50 comets were scored 
per sample with open-source CometScore software. 
2.10 Statistics 
Error bars represent standard error of mean (SEM) for at least three independent experiments. 
Unpaired two tailed t-tests were performed and the data was reported as significant for P values 
<0.05.  
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                                                        III. RESULTS 
3.1 Radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells 
In order to assess the role of TDP1 on 3′-PG processing in intact cells, SCAN1 cells and normal 
control cells were irradiated with different doses. Our previous studies have demonstrated that 
there is a severe deficit in 3′-PG processing in both whole-cell extracts and nuclear extracts of 
SCAN1 cells. If 3′-PG processing is absent in SCAN1 cells in vivo, then SCAN1 cells should be 
more sensitive than normal cells to ionizing radiation, which was evaluated to induce around 
50% breaks with 3′-PG termini (Henner et al., 1983). The preliminary data suggested that 
SCAN1 cells were no more sensitive than normal cells to a single dose of ionizing radiation.  
In order to evaluate the effect of ionizing radiation on SCAN1 cells, an alternative method, 
called dose fractionation was used since DSB repair by non-homologous end-joining is primarily 
responsible for split-dose recovery (Whitemore et al., 1989), this means that dose fractionation 
allows normal cells to repair damaged DNA during  time intervals, whereas cells with  DNA 
repair deficiencies will cycle into a more sensitive phase between treatments, rendering them 
more susceptible to radiation damage. So dose fractionation accentuates the radiosensitizing 
effects of repair deficiencies. 
Two cell lines from SCAN1 patients and two cell lines from unaffected relatives were cultured 
until they reached plateau-phase cells. Then these cells were irradiated with different doses daily 
for five days (dose fractionation), and a growth assay was then performed by checking the cell 
numbers for all the samples once every other day for total 19 days. The growth curves indicated 
that cell lines from two SCAN1 patients were reproducibly mildly radiosensitive than normal 
controls. For example, at 5 x 0.8 Gy, a significant growth difference appeared around 6 days 
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Figure 3-1. Radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells. Plateau-phase normal cells (closed circles) or 
SCAN1 cells (open squares) were irradiated daily for 5 days with 0 (A), 0.4 (B), 0.8 (C) or 1.6 
(D) Gy of γ-rays, then diluted to 105/ml for assessment of cell growth. (E–H) Identical 
experiment with another normal and another SCAN1 cell line. 
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after dose fractionation treatment. The most significant data was observed at the sample of  5 × 
1.6 Gy (Figure 3-1D), showing that growth of normal cells resumed at 10 days after radiation, 
however, the SCAN1 cells had begun to die off at the same time. Moreover, by comparing 
growth of SCAN1 cells in 5 x 0.8 Gy (Figure 3-1C) with normal cells in 5 x 1.6 Gy (Figure 3-
1D), the similar concentrations between them indicated that the SCAN1 cells were double 
sensitive to radiation, similar situation can also be observed in another SCAN1 cell line in Figure 
3-1G and another normal cell line in Figure 3-1H. Furthermore, the SCAN1 cells in Figure 3-1 
A-D showed a little bit more radiosensitivity than SCAN1 cell line used in Figure 3-1E – H. All 
this data coming together suggested that even though the radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells is 
slightly higher than normal cells, this difference is reproducible, thus is believable. 
There is another problem which should be noticed in this experiment, that is the low cloning 
efficiency of SCAN1 cells. When we tried to assess the radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells, we 
typically performed a colongenic survival assay by using either agar cloning or limiting dilution 
assays (because SCAN1 and normal control cells need to be cultured in suspension), we failed to 
get reproducible survival data from any of these cell lines, mostly because of the low cloning 
efficiency (close to 1%). We shifted to growth assay to assess the radiosensitivity of SCAN1 
cells. Although the simpler growth assays may overlook some small differences in 
radiosensitivity, and the present results did not distinguish between growth delay and cell killing, 
they do show a difference between two SCAN1 cell lines and normal cell lines in their response 
to radiation. Our previous experiments in vitro suggested that addition of recombinant TDP1 to 
SCAN1 whole cell and nuclear extracts restored 3′-PG removal and allowed subsequent gap 
filling on the aligned DSB ends. An idea raised for future work is to generate a mouse model 
harbering the SCAN1-equivalent mutant allele of TDP1, to assess their response to radiation. 
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3.2 TDP1-mutant SCAN1 cells show chromosomal hypersensitivity to calicheamicin  
As mentioned before, Calicheamicins are a class of enediyne antibiotics derived from the 
bacterium Micromonospora echinospora, and calicheamicin γ1 is the most notable one. 
Activated calicheamicin forms a diradical species that simultaneously attacks both strands of 
DNA (Dedon et al., 1992). One end of each calicheamicin-induced DSB has a 5′-phosphate, and 
3-base 3′ overhang with a 3′-phosphate. The opposite DSB end has a 5′ aldehyde and a 2-base 3′ 
overhang with either a 3′-phosphate or a 3′-PG (Figure 3-4A). Thus, the calicheamicin-induced 
DSBs that bear 3′-PG termini are similar to the synthetic substrates that require TDP1 for 
processing in cell extracts. Our previous experiments have demonstrated a role for TDP1 in 
repair of these DSBs in vitro, as well as the interplay between TDP1 and core end-joining 
proteins: in vitro experiment, affinity-tagged TDP1 which was overexpressed in human cells and 
purified, showed its effect on processing of various of 3′-PG DSB termini. Ku and DNA-PKcs 
inhibited TDP1-mediated processing of 3′-PG DSB termini, and ATP was capable of abrogating 
DNA-PK-mediated inhibition. Moreover, inhibition of DNA-PK blocks most but not all TDP1-
mediated end processing in cell extracts. 
In order to determine the possible role of TDP1 in repair of DSBs in intact cells, TDP1-mutant 
SCAN1 lymphoblastoid cells were treated with calicheamicin, and the formation of micronuclei 
was assayed (Figure 3-4B). Addition of 1 mM caffeine in each duplicate sample was to minimize 
arrest of cells in G2. The data in Figure 3-4B showed that the fraction of cells containing derived 
from unaffected relatives. Similarly, the data in Figure 3-4C indicated that levels of acentric 
chromosome fragments as measured on metaphase spreads with fluorescent-stained micronuclei 
was about 1.5-fold higher for SCAN1 cells than for identically treated normal cells  
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Figure 3-2. Metaphase spreads of untreated (A) or calicheamicin-treated (B) SCAN1 cells. 
Centromeres were labeled by hybridization to a Cy3-conjugated fluorescent probe. Cells in (B) 
treated with 6 pM calicheamicin for 24 hr show 4 dicentrics (orange arrows) and 4 acentric 
fragments (green arrowheads) (from Zhou & Povirk et al., 2009). 
Methods: Following calicheamicin treatment, cells were incubated in the presence of 1 µg /ml 
colchicine for 1 hr, washed with PBS and swollen in 0.075 M KCl for 10 min, then centrifuged 
and fixed with 3:1 methanol/acetic acid. Following two washes in methanol/acetic acid, cells 
were dropped onto slides and dried at room temperature. Slides were dehydrated by immersion 
for 2 min each in 70%, 90% and 100% ethanol, then baked at 65°C for 15 min, washed in 
acetone for 10 min and dried. Slides were treated with 100 mg/ml RNase A in 2 X SSC under a 
parafilm coverslip for 1 hr at 37 °C in a humidified box, then washed for 5 min in 2 x SSC and 
for 10 min in PBS, dehydrated with an ethanol series and allowed to dry. Chromosomes were 
denatured by immersion in 70% formamide / 2 x SSC (adjusted to pH7 with HCl) for 2 min at 72 
°C and then in 70% ethanol for 2 min in ice. Slides were again ethanol-dehydrated and dried and 
then 10-12 µl of a pan-centromeric probe (Open Biosystems) were applied and covered with an 
18 x 18-mm coverslip. Slides were hybridized for 16 hr at 37°C in a humidified box, then 
washed in 2 x SSC for 5 min at 37°C, three changes of 0.5 x SSC / 0.3% NP-40 for 3 min at 
37°C, 2 x SSC / 0.1% NP-40 for 5 min at 22 °C, and finally in 2 x SSC for 5 min at 22°C. The 
drained wet slides were counterstained with Vectashield containing DAPI (Vector Laboratories) 
under a coverslip that was sealed with clear lacquer. Slides were then coded and submitted for 
chromosome scoring as described. All washes were performed in 50-ml glass Coplin jars. 
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Figure 3-3. Micronucleus Formation. Cells from SCAN1 patients and unaffected relatives 
were exposed to calicheamicin for 24 hr. 4µg/ml of cytochalasin B (for blocking cytokinesis cell 
cultures) also was added for 24 h before harvest to allow chromosomal damage to lead to the 
formation of micronuclei in bi- or multinucleated interphase cells. Cells were trypsinized and 
centrifuged at 800g for 6 minutes. Cell pellets were resuspended gently. For hypotonic treatment, 
4 ml of 0.075 M KCl were added to each sample. After a 10 minute incubation at room 
temperature, cells were centrifuged and fixed with cool Carnoy‟s fixative (methanol: acetic acid; 
3:1) for 15 minutes at room temperature (disperse cells before the addition of fixative). The 
fixation step was repeated three times. Cell suspensions were dropped on wet slides previously 
cleaned with ethanol. The slides were air-dried and stained with Giemsa dye (from Sigma), and 
micronuclei were counted under a light microscope after complete wash.  
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Figure 3-4. Chromosomal sensitivity of SCAN1 cells to calicheamicin. A. Structure of 
calicheamicin-induced DSBs: one end of each calicheamicin-induced DSB has a 5′-phosphate, 
and 3-base 3′ overhang with a 3′-phosphate. The opposite DSB end has a 5′ aldehyde and a 2-
base 3′ overhang with either a 3′-phosphate or a 3′-PG.  B. SCAN1 or normal cells were treated 
with the indicated concentrations of calicheamicin and then stained with DAPI, and the fraction 
of cells with micronuclei was determined. Approximately 100 cells were scored in each of three 
independent experiments (student test, SCAN1 vs. normal: fraction of cells with micronuclei 
with 3 pM calicheamicin without caffeine, p = 0.06, with caffeine, p = 0.07; 10 pM 
calicheamicin without caffeine, p = 0.14, with caffeine, p = 0.11). C. Following calicheamicin 
treatment, metaphase cells were collected for 1 hr with colchicine, and then metaphase spreads 
were prepared and hybridized with a fluorescent (Cy3) centromeric probe. Approximately 50 
metaphases were photographed and scored for acentric fragments and dicentric chromosomes, 
and the number of each type of aberration per cell was calculated (student test, SCAN1 vs. 
normal: Acentric fragments with 30 pM calicheamicin, p = 0.02; Dicentric chromosomes with 30 
pM calicheamicin, p = 0.03). D. Same data as (C.), but expressed as the fraction of cells having 
at least one, or more than one aberration of each type (student test, SCAN1 vs. normal: Acentric 
fragments ≥ 1, p = 0.13; ≥ 2, p = 0.08; Dicentric chromosomes ≥ 1, p = 0.03). The mitotic index 
was between 2% and 4% for all samples. 
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(Figure 3-4B). Furthermore, the number of dicentric chromosomes was much greater in SCAN1 
than in normal cells, and there was a particularly dramatic increase in the number of cells having 
more than one dicentric (Figure 3-4D). Elevated levels of calicheamicin-induced dicentric 
chromosomes were detected consistently in two other SCAN1 lines as well. While micronuclei 
and acentrics suggest chromosome breaks, dicentrics indicate chromosome misrepair. These 
results suggest that calicheamicin-induced DSBs were repaired less accurately and perhaps less 
efficiently or more slowly in SCAN1 cells than in normal cells.  
Next, in order to assess the chromosomal sensitivity of TDP1 cells to ionizing radiation, normal 
or SCAN1 cell lines were treated with 1.5 Gy or 3 Gy of ionizing radiation and incubated for 16 
hours, and caffeine (1 mM) was added at the same time in each dose to abrogate G2 arrest of 
cells which could potentially bias the results by delaying mitosis of more heavily damaged cells. 
Then dicentric chromosomes were scored. The data showed, addition of caffeine in both normal 
or SCAN1 cell lines without radiation treatment produced small fraction of metaphases with 
dicentrics in both normal and SCAN1 cell lines, and SCAN1cells have slightly high fraction of 
metaphases with dicentrics than normal cells; in both cell lines treated with 1.5 Gy or 3 Gy and 
without caffeine addition, SCAN1 cells have a slightly high fraction of metaphases with 
dicentrics than normal cells. However, addition of caffeine declined difference between two cell 
lines in 1.5 Gy samples, and normal cells in 3 Gy sample even has slightly high fraction of 
metaphases with dicentrics than SCAN1 cells. Taken together, the data suggested that there was 
little if any chromosomal hypersensitivity to ionizing radiation (Figure 3-5). 
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Figure 3-5. SCAN1 cell lines lack chromosomal sensitivity to ionizing radiation. Normal and 
SCAN1 cell lines were treated with 1.5 Gy or 3 Gy of ionizing radiation and incubated for 16 hr. 
Dicentric chromosomes were then scored. 
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3.3 Oxidative Stress Caused Poor Cell Proliferation in Early-passage Tdp-deficient MEFs 
When we assessed the radiosensitivities of immortal Tdp1 mouse cells, we found that was little if  
any difference between Tdp1 normal and Tdp1 deficient cells (Figure 3-6). We thought that may 
be caused by the possible occurrence of a mutagenic or adaptive event in MEFs after long-term 
growth in 20% oxygen. Some studies suggested that MEFs senesce as a result of oxidative stress, 
and that MEFs senesce in culture in 20% oxygen but not in 3% oxygen, and the senescence was 
not due to telomere shortening (Parrinello et al., 2003). In addition, it was reported that survival 
curves were possible with early passage MEFs, but the resulting colonies were microcolonies 
(10-20 cells) and they were formed only in 3% oxygen not in 20% oxygen (Parrinello et al., 
2003). So we first cultured early passage of Tdp1-deficient MEFs at normal culture conditions, 
including 20% oxygen, and found that Tdp1-deficient MEFs did not form colonies even in 3% 
oxygen and grew very poorly in 20% oxygen. In order to assess a role of oxidative stress on 
Tdp1 deficient MEFs, Tdp1 normal and Tdp1 deficient MEFs were cultured in 20% and 3% 
oxygen and the growth was assessed for up to 2 weeks. The growth assay started with the 
concentration of 5 x10
4 
cells/ml in each sample in both 3% and 20% oxygen, then the 
concentrations of viable cells were examined every 3 days. The data suggested that Tdp1-
deficient MEFs grew very slowly in both 20% and 3% oxygen, and the Tdp1-deficient MEFs 
grown in 20% oxygen showed a constantly, significant increased growth arrest compared to 
those in 3% oxygen. In contrast with this, Tdp1 normal MEFs in both 20% and 3% oxygen 
showed a rapid growth before both of them entered the plateau phase, the Tdp1 normal MEFs 
showed slightly delayed growth in 20% oxygen compared to those in 3% oxygen. A Tdp1 and 
Sod2 double-knockout MEF cell line was also involved in this growth assay in both oxygen 
conditions, this cell line also showed a constantly, but increased growth arrest in 20% oxygen 
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compared to the same MEFs in 3% oxygen. Since Sod2 was a well-known antioxidant, Sod2 
deficient cells should exhibit a hypersensitivity to oxidative damage. But in our experiment, 
Sod2 did not exhibit any apparent effect as an antioxidant as Sod2-/-Tdp1-/- MEFs should the 
same severely compromised growth in both 3% and 20% oxygen as did Sod2+/+ Tdp1-/- MEFs.  
Although the simpler growth assays may overlook some small differences in response to 
oxidative stress, and the growth curves cannot  distinguish between growth delay and cell killing, 
Tdp1-deficient MEFs do show an apparent growth arrest compared to Tdp1 normal MEFs in 
both 20% and 3% oxygen; moreover, Tdp1- deficient MEFs also showed a significantly 
increased growth arrest in response to oxidative stress. One thing need to be mentioned here is 
that all the MEFs cell lines used in this experiment were from different parental mouse lines, 
simply because that they were the only available Tdp1 MEFs cell lines at the time when the 
experiments were performed. In order to avoid the effects of genetic differences between MEF 
cultures other than Tdp1 status, littermate Tdp1+/+ and Tdp1-/- MEFs were acquired at a later 
time, the above experiments were repeated and the results are reported in the next section.  
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Figure 3-6. Immortal mouse Tdp1 cells lack sensitivity to ionizing radiation. Tdp1- deficient 
MEFs, Tdp1 and Artemis double knockout MEFs, Artemis-deficient cells, and Tdp1 normal 
MEFs were treated with 1.5 Gy or 3.0 Gy. 30 minutes after exposure, 500 and 2000 cells were 
inoculated in 10-cm dishes for each dose with fresh RPMI 1640 medium at 37°C. After 12 days 
incubation without any moving, cells were fixed with 100% methanol and stained with 1% of 
crystal violet, the colonies were counted manually. Error bars indicate SEM for two independent 
experiments. 
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Figure 3-7. Growth Assay of Tdp1-deficient MEFs in 20% and 3% Oxygen. Three MEF cell 
lines were examined in both 20% and 3% oxygen. The experiment started with 5 x 10
4
 cells/ml 
in each 25 cm
2
 flask at day 0, and the concentration was examined for each sample once every 3 
days, for total 15 days. Error bars represent SEM for three independent experiments. 
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3.4 Oxidative stress enhances cellular replicative arrest in Tdp1-deficient MEFs 
It is believed that MEFs senesce as a result of oxidative stress (Parrinello et al., 2003). In order to 
assess how oxidative stress affects cell proliferation in Tdp1 deficient MEFs, the phenotypes of 
Tdp1 normal and deficient MEFs were compared from every early passage, in both 20% oxygen, 
which is atmospheric oxygen, and 3% oxygen, which is physiological oxygen (Figure 3-8). What 
we expect to see is that (Todaro et al., 1963), in 20% oxygen, normal MEFs cells grow well for 
the first 1-2 weeks (2-4 population doublings) before cells‟ proliferation starts to become slower. 
After 5-6 weeks (10-12 population doublings), the cells senesce with no change in cell number 
for more than 1 week. Then proliferation eventually recovers due to outgrowth of immortal 
variants (Todaro et al., 1963). In our experiment, two Tdp1 normal MEF cell lines and two Tdp1 
deficient MEF cell lines were monitored for more than 100 days. We found that Tdp1-normal 
cells grew faster in 3% oxygen and were able to sustain rapid growth, and did not show signs of 
senescence, whereas the same cell lines cultured in 20% oxygen gave a slow and delayed growth 
until approximately day 50, At that point, proliferation in one of the cell lines accelerated to a 
rate matching that of cells in 3% oxygen, presumably due to some form of adaptation to 20% 
oxygen. Tdp1-deficient MEFs in 3% oxygen showed extremely slow growth until around day 60 
when they began to grow, but still more slowly than normal cells. Whereas in 20% oxygen, 
Tdp1-deficient MEFs showed no net growth until around day 80, when they eventually began to 
grow. In early passages, these cultures appeared to contain many dead and dying cells, 
suggesting that proliferation was approximately balanced by cell death. 
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Figure 3-8. Cell proliferation assays of Tdp1 normal and deficient MEFs in early passage in 
20% and 3% oxygen. Two Tdp1 deficient MEF cell lines (TTZ 2 & TTZ 4) and two Tdp1 
normal MEFs cell lines (TTZ 22 and TTZ 23) in early passage were examined. Cells were 
cultured normally in 3% oxygen with other standard culture conditions before the experiment 
began. When these cells were cultured to 90% confluence, 1.7 X 10
5
 cells were subcultured in 
25-cm
2
 flasks in both 20% and 3% oxygen for each sample. Concentration of each culture was 
checked and continued to passage 1.7 x 10
5
 cells into a new 25-cm
2
 every 4-6 days (about 1 
population doubling). If the number of cells did not reach to 1.7 X10
5
 cells in some samples 
(such as Tdp1 knockout MEFs in 20% oxygen), all available cells in each culture would be taken 
for subculture. Cells were monitored for growth for 91 days. The growth curves were made by 
days against the log value of number of cells. 
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Figure 3-9. Growth assay of early passage Tdp1-deficient MEFs in 20% and 3% oxygen. 
Tdp1 normal MEFs and Tdp1-deficient MEFs were examined. The experiment started with 5 x 
10
4
 cells /ml in each sample at day 0, the concentration was examined once every 3 days, for 
total 12 days. Each curve was made from 3 individual experiments, the error bars showed 
standard deviations. 
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A growth assay also was performed for Tdp1 normal and deficient MEFs in both 20% and 3% 
oxygen (Figure 3-9). All the procedures were same with what were done in Section 3.3. Tdp1 
normal and deficient MEFs from littermate embryos were examined in both 20% and 3% 
oxygen. The data showed that Tdp1-deficient MEFs exhibited significant growth arrest in 3% 
oxygen, and even worse in 20% oxygen. Tdp1 normal MEFs showed a mild growth arrest in 
20% oxygen compared to the same cell line in 3% oxygen. All these data suggested an effect of 
oxidative stress on Tdp1-deficient MEFs. 
Taken together, we concluded from these data that oxidative stress arrests the growth of normal 
early passage MEFs which are capable of overcoming this growth arrest and eventually resuming 
growth in 20% oxygen. Tdp1 deficient MEFs grew poorly in 3% oxygen, and even worse in 20% 
oxygen. Tdp1 deficient MEFs need much longer time to adapt to ambient 20% oxygen and 
resume growth.  
3.5 Tdp1 MEFs Showed Cell Cycle Arrest in G2 Phase 
Oxidative stress and resulting DNA damage have effects on cell cycle regulation, and the cell has 
developed numerous mechanisms to ensure correct cell division. Cell cycle checkpoints are 
control mechanisms to verify whether the processes at each phase of the cell cycle have been 
accurately completed before entering into the next phase. A very important function of 
checkpoints is to assess DNA damage by utilizing the same sensor-signal-effector mechanism. 
G1 checkpoint is located at the end of the cell cycle G1 phase, right before entry into S phase, 
making the decision of whether the cell should divide, delay division, or enter a resting stage. In 
animal cells, the G1 phase checkpoint (also called restriction point) is controlled mainly by 
action of the CKI- p16 (CDK- p16). CDK 4/6, cyclin D1, Rb, E2F transcription factor, as well as 
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cyclin E and CDK2 are involved in G1- S phase transition.  Activation of Intra S phase 
checkpoint by DNA damage initiates an ATM-Chk2-Cdc25A-CDK2-CyclinA-Cdc45 pathway to 
slow down ongoing DNA synthesis to allow possible DNA repair before entering into G2 phase 
(Falck et al., 2001; Mailand et al., 2000; Costanzo et al., 2000). G2 checkpoint is located at the 
end of G2 phase, right before the mitotic phase. The CDKs associated with this checkpoint are 
activated by phosphorylation of the CDK through Maturation Promoting Factor (MPF). DNA 
damage occurs frequently prior to mitosis. In order to prevent transmission of this damage to 
daughter cells, the cell cycle is arrested through inactivation of the Cdc25 phosphatase by the 
ATM kinase protein which phosphorylates Cdc25 which leads to its ubiquitinylation and 
destruction.   
In order to examine how oxidative stress affects cell cycle in Tdp1-deficient MEFs, a flow 
cytometric assay was performed with Tdp1 normal and deficient MEFs.  A Tdp1-normal and a 
Tdp1-deficient MEF culture were shifted to 20% oxygen from 3% oxygen 72 hour before the 
cells were fixed for preparation of flow cytometric assay. The data indicated that Tdp1-deficient 
MEFs showed an apparent G2 arrest in both 20% and 3% oxygen, and Tdp1-deficient MEFs in 
20% have less population in G1 phase, Tdp1 normal MEFs showed a distribution typical of 
proliferating cells, with more cells in G1 than in G2, in both 20% and 3% oxygen (Figure 3-10). 
For both cell lines, G1 and G2 peaks were rather broad, probably due to variable cell size and 
morphology, making it difficult to accurately estimate G1, G2/M and S-phase populations. 
Nevertheless, it was evident that the absence of Tdp1 resulted in substantial cell cycle arrest at 
G2 phase, and that 20% oxygen caused a slightly higher fraction of the cell population to be 
blocked in G2 phase. 
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Figure 3-10. Flow Cytometric Assay of Cell Cycle Distribution in Tdp1 deficient MEFs. A 
Tdp1 normal and a Tdp1 deficient MEFs sample were shifted to 20% oxygen from 3% oxygen 
72 hour before cells were fixed for preparation of flow cytometric assay. Modfit software was 
used for data analysis. 
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3.6 Tdp1-deficient MEFs accumulate higher levels of oxidative DNA damage. 
Our experiments suggest that oxidative stress arrest the growth of Tdp1-deficient MEFs. The 
studies of proliferation and cytogenetic profiles of various DNA repair-deficient MEFs from 
other groups also indicated that MEFs accumulated more DNA damage in 20% oxygen than 3% 
oxygen, and the DNA damage limited MEFs proliferation in 20% oxygen (Parrinello et al., 
2003). In order to examine if Tdp1 MEFs accumulate more damaged DNA in 20% oxygen, 
alkaline comet assays were performed with Tdp1 MEFs in 20% and 3% oxygen, to detect single 
and double stranded breaks (Figure 3-11). Tdp1 normal and deficient MEFs were cultured in 
20% oxygen to allow enough time for production of DNA damage and repair. 50 µl of a cell 
suspension at 1 x 10
5
 cells per milliliter were used for each sample. We found that Tdp1 deficient 
MEFs accumulated significantly more DNA damage compared to normal MEFs in both 20% 
oxygen and 3% oxygen, whereas Tdp1 deficient MEFs did not have significant more DNA 
damage in 20% than in 3% oxygen.  
These results are consistent with the proposed role of oxidative stress in MEFs, suggesting that 
DNA damage induced by oxidative stress arrested the growth of MEFs in 20% oxygen, whereas 
Tdp1-deficient MEFs accumulated more DNA damage in 3% oxygen, and even more in 20% 
oxygen.  
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Figure 3-11. Measure of DNA damage by alkaline comet assay. Tdp1 normal and deficient 
MEFs cultured at 20% and 3% oxygen (4 samples in total) were prepared for this experiment. 50 
μl of cell suspensions at 1 x105 cells per ml were combined with 500 µl molten LMAgarose in 
1:10 ratios at 37⁰C. The slides were subsequently placed flat at 4⁰C in the dark for 10 minutes 
and immersed in prechilled Lysis Solution at 4⁰C for 40 minutes. Afterwards, the slides were 
immersed in freshly prepared Alkaline Unwinding Solution for 40 minutes at room temperature 
in the dark. The slides were electrophoresed at 21 volts (1V/cm) for 30 minutes in Alkaline 
Electrophoresis Solution. The slides were then immersed in dH2O for 2 periods of 5 minutes and 
in 70% ethanol for 5 minutes. The slides were dried at room temperature for 15 minutes. The 
slides were stained with 100μl of 4⁰C chilled diluted SYBR® Green I. The slides were analyzed 
by epifluorescence microscopy at 40 x magnifications. 50 comets were scored per sample with 
open-source CometScore software. 
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                                                        IV. DISCUSSION 
4.1 Radiosensitivity of SCAN1 Cells 
When topoisomerase I fails to religate transient DNA strand breaks, an irreversible linkage 
between a tyrosyl residue of topoisomerase I and the 3′ DNA terminus is formed (Hsiang et al., 
1989; Pommier et al., 1993); DNA DSBs induced by radiation and radiomimetic drugs, such as 
calicheamicin, typically bear 3′-PG and 3′-phosphate termini at the DNA ends. All these blocked 
3′ termini must be converted to 3′-OH termini to allow ligation by DNA ligases and gap filling 
by DNA polymerases (Pouliot et al., 1999; Interthal et al., 2001). There are several 3′ terminal 
processing enzymes that could be candidates for such removal, such as Ape1, PNKP, and TDP1, 
as well as Dnase III, Mre 11 and Artemis. However, based on the known specificities of these 
enzymes, only TDP1 was implicated as being capable of acting on protruding 3′-PG termini of 
DSB ends. Ape1 worked only on blunt and recessed 3′ ends (Suh et al., 1997), PNKP mainly 
removed 3′-phosphate that was left from 3′-PG processing by TDP1 (Inamdar et al., 2002), and 
Artemis acted efficiently as endo/exonuclease only on longer 3′ overhangs (usually longer than 
four bases) (Ma et al., 2002; Moshous et al., 2001).  
Our previous experiments have shown that there was no detectable PG termini processing on 3 
base 3′ overhangs when model substrates are incubated in extracts of SCAN1 cells harboring 
mutant TDP1, suggesting that almost all processing of protruding 3′-PG termini is attributable to 
TDP1. However, the in vivo results from growth assays indicate only slight radiosensitivity in 
two SCAN1 cell lines, and only for cells in plateau phase subjected to fractionated radiation. 
These results suggest that most PG-terminated DSBs are still repaired in SCAN1 cells, but 
presumably by alternative pathway other than the TDP1-dependent pathway. For example, 
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Artemis is able to process 3′ overhangs longer than four bases, while blunt and recessed 3′-PG 
ends can be processed by Ape1. So we think the fraction of radiation-induced DSBs with a strict 
requirement for TDP1 may be very low, and we assume for these breaks, there may be 
alternative, or even more complicated repair pathways that can be triggered when classic NHEJ 
pathway fails, as suggested by the “repair foci” of DSB repair factors that can be detected long 
after the majority of DSBs have already been repaired (Bradbury et al., 2003). These repair 
complexes may be not available, or not functional in cell extracts, and this may be a possible 
cause for the complete lack of 3′-PG processing in extract-based assays. For the future work, we 
need to discover what factors can account for the apparent difference between the severe repair 
deficiency seen in extracts and the relatively mild radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells.  
Other studies of the functions and mechanism of TDP1 indicated that as a DNA repair protein, 
TDP1 is phosphorylated, and its phosphorylation is stimulated by ionizing radiation (Valerie et 
al., 2003; Goodarzi et al., 2003; Lees-Miller, 1996; Durocher et al., 2001). But phosphorylation 
is not required for the basic enzymatic function of TDP1 (H. Tatavarthi and L. F. Povirk, 
unpublished data). Nevertheless, phosphorylation could modulate TDP1 activity or influence its 
interactions with other repair proteins. These conclusions provided some evidence for possible 
involvement of TDP1 in repair pathways for radiation-induced DNA damage. 
Other studies gave more insights to better understand the SCAN1 pathology.  It is generally 
assumed that SCAN1 pathology is most possibly due to the failure of mutant TDP1 to efficiently 
repair topoisomerase I-associated DNA damage (Takashima et al., 2002). This repair deficiency 
could indirectly confer sensitivity to oxidative DNA damage, as certain oxidative lesions tend to 
promote formation of topoisomerase I cleavable complexes (Pourquier et al., 1999), which upon 
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replication can be converted to cytotoxic topoisomerase-terminated DSBs (Hsiang et al., 1989). 
Nevertheless, a role for PG-terminated DSBs in SCAN1 pathology cannot be excluded. 
Accumulation of sufficient DSBs in terminally differentiating neurons caused significant 
neurological pathology in the absence of DSB repair (Barnes et al., 1998; Gao et al., 1998). 
There is evidence that  some „spontaneous‟ DSBs reflect damage by oxygen free radicals 
associated with normal oxidative metabolism in mitochondria (Karanjawala et al., 2003). 
Futuremore, SCAN1 pathology is similar to that of both Friedreich ataxia and ataxia with 
oculomotor apraxia (AOA1) (Caldecott et al., 2003), both of which have been linked to oxidative 
damage. TDP1 deficiency confers sensitivity to ionizing radiation or to bleomycin, a 
radiomimetic drug that specifically induces PG-terminated DSBs (Liu et al., 2002). Thus, while 
the exact sequence of events culminating in the SCAN1 phenotype remains to be elucidated, 
several lines of circumstantial evidence suggest a possible linkage among TDP1 deficiency, 
oxidative damage, DSBs and cerebellar ataxia. Even though lymphoblastoid cell lines derived 
from SCAN1 patients show at most only mild radiosensitivity, it is possible that endogenous 
tissues of SCAN1 patients are more sensitive to free radical damage than the cell lines. Because 
cultured cells are subjected to higher oxygen tensions than would occur in vivo, they may be 
more likely to adapt to TDP1 deficiency, for example, by upregulating alternative pathways for 
repair of DSBs and other oxidative damage. 
4.2 TDP1-mutant SCAN1 Cells Show Chromosomal Hypersensitivity to Calicheamicin 
TDP1 has been implicated in repair of topoisomerase I-mediated SSBs and DSBs since TDP1-
mutant SCAN1 cells, and extracts from these cells are deficient in rejoining of SSBs induced by 
topoI inhibitors (Katyal et al., 2007, Khamisy et al., 2005). TDP1 directly binds to DNA ligase 
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III, which is a primary ligase in SSB repair pathway (EI-Khamisy et al., 2005). TDP1 can also 
process 3′-PG termini typically induced by free radical species. Extracts from SCAN1 cells and 
Tdp1-/- murine fibroblasts are completely deficient in processing of protruding 3′-PG DNA DSB 
ends (Zhou et al., 2005; Hawkins et al., 2009). All these results suggested a possible role for 
TDP1 in resolving 3′ blocks at DSB termini. However, either SCAN1 cells or Tdp1-/- mouse 
fibroblasts did not showed any apparent DSB repair defect in a direct assays for repair of 
radiation-induced DSBs in intact cells (EI-Khamisy et al., 2007; Katyal et al., 2007). The 
explanation for this result is complicated by disparate measurements of the frequency of 3′-PG 
termini at these DSB ends. Early studies indicated that around 50% radiation-induced DNA 
breaks had 3′-PG termini (Henner et al., 1983), however, a more recent study reported that the 
frequency of  3′-PG termini at these DSB ends evaluated by mass spectrometry was as low as 
10% (Chen et al., 2007). If 10% is close to the correct value, then our result was easy to 
understand, since 3′-PG processing defect for lesions with such a low frequency might not 
produce significant radiosensitivity. 
Our laboratory has also examined the interplay between TDP1 and core NHEJ proteins Ku and 
DNA-PK at DNA DSB ends. Ku and DNA-PK exist with a high levels in human cells (Anderson 
et al., 1992), and our own data suggested that when purified Ku and unphosphorylated DNA-
PKcs bound to a DNA end bearing a 3′-PG overhang, the PG can be completely protected from 
TDP1-mediated glycolate removal (Zhou et al., 2009). Phosphorylation of the 2609-2647 
serine/threonine cluster in DNA-PKcs has been proposed to induce a conformational change that 
promotes end accessibility (Reddy et al., 2004). Addition of ATP strongly promoted 3′-PG 
processing, suggesting that DNA-PK-mediated phosphorylation does make the end more 
accessible. Moreover, there are other DNA-PK-catalyzed phosphorylation sites that are at least 
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as important as the 2609-2647 cluster in promoting end accessibility and processing. However, 
there remains some controversy over whether this accessibility reflects dissociation of DNA-
PKcs from ends or only a conformational change in DNA-PKcs that still remains bound. To 
address this question, a recent study from our laboratory employed DNase footprinting on the 
theory that if DNA-PKcs remains bound with a conformational change, a qualitatively different 
footprint might result. The results suggested a fraction of the DNA ends was free of any DNA-
PK, while the rest remained fully sequestered. There are at least 12 potential sites of 
autophosphorylation on DNA-PKcs, and extensive autophosphorylation of DNA end-bound 
DNA-PKcs can result in complete dissociation from the DNA ends (Chan et al., 1996). In our 
experiments, DNA-PKcs is present in at least a 10-fold excess with respect to DNA ends, and 
thus any dissociated phosphorylated DNA-PKcs would likely be replaced by a fresh 
unphosphorylated DNA-PKcs molecule. Moreover, the experiments in nuclear extracts showed 
that PG removal proceeded continuously from the beginning of reaction, even with high 
concentrations of DNA-PKcs and Ku, and that there is significant PG removal in the first 5 min 
even when DNA-PK kinase activity is blocked. These results suggested that end sequestration by 
DNA-PKcs is not immediate and that there is opportunity for end processing before the end-
bound repair complex is fully formed.  
In intact cells, the chromosomal sensitivity of SCAN1 cells to calicheamicin provides additional 
evidence of a role for TDP1 in DSB repair. The calicheamicin-induced DSB is unique in that one 
end of the break often bears a 3′-PG and a 5′-aldehyde (Dedon et al., 1992; Povirk, 1996); thus, 
at least one of these blocking groups must be removed in order for end joining to proceed. Most 
free radical-mediated DSBs resulting from deoxyribose oxidation at positions other than C-4′ 
will bear 5′-phosphate and 3′-phosphate termini (Hutchinson et al., 1985; Ward et al., 1988), and 
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the latter can be readily converted to 3′-hydroxyls by PNKP, which binds to the core NHEJ 
protein XRCC4. Thus, the vast majority of DSBs induced by diffusible free radicals could 
presumably be rejoined in at least one strand without any additional enzymes for removal of 
modified ends. The presence of abnormal termini in both strands at one end of the calicheamicin-
induced DSB may explain, in part, the extraordinary cytotoxicity of this compound, as well as 
the apparent requirement for TDP1 for optimal repair. These doubly blocked ends are likely to be 
resistant to many of the 3′→5′ and 5′→3′ exonucleases that otherwise might initiate resection-
based end joining (Harrigan et al., 2007). Their resolution may instead require either a specific 
end-processing enzyme such as TDP1, or an endonucleolytic cleavage near the terminus, perhaps 
preceded by limited helicase-mediated unwinding of the terminal base pairs. 
Thus, taken together, the results suggest that despite lack of demonstrable specific interactions 
with core NHEJ proteins, TDP1 can participate in resolution of blocked 3′ DSB termini in the 
context of NHEJ. Although Artemis nuclease plus DNA-PK can also process blocked termini on 
3′ overhangs, this processing is slow and inefficient for very short overhangs (Povirk et al., 
2007). Therefore, in SCAN1 cells, 3′-PG-terminated DSBs may tend to persist longer than in 
normal cells, potentially increasing the probability that they will be incorrectly joined. The very 
small enhancement of calicheamicin cytotoxicity seen in TDP1-knockdown cells, as well as the 
finding that in SCAN1 cells calicheamicin-induced dicentrics are enhanced more than 
chromosome breaks, suggest that TDP1 deficiency confers a marked increase in misrepair but 
perhaps only a slight defect in the extent of overall rejoining. 
4.3 Oxidative Stress Enhances Growth Arrest in Tdp1 deficient MEFs 
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Most mammalian cells cannot proliferate indefinitely due to a process called replicative 
senescence. Human cells undergo replicative senescence largely because of telomere shortening, 
but MEFs senesce predominantly as a result of oxidative stress (Parrinello et al., 2003). Our 
result indicated that Tdp1 normal MEFs grew faster and did not show signs of senescence in 3% 
oxygen, compared to same cell line cultured in 20% oxygen which showed a delayed growth. 
This result was consistent with previous reports from other groups (Todaro et al., 1963; 
Parrinello et al., 2003). Furthermore, some studies found that, despite a lack of change in cell 
number at senescence, some MEFs synthesized DNA, possibly reflecting endoreduplication or 
unscheduled DNA synthesis (Parrnello et al., 2003). Senescence in MEFs can be induced by 
treating MEFs with hydrogen peroxide, a strong oxidant. Senescent MEFs developed an 
alternative morphology and expressed β-galactosidase (Chen et al., 2001). Our data also showed 
that Tdp1 deficient MEFs exhibited an apparent growth arrest in 3% oxygen that was even more 
severe in 20% oxygen, indicating that oxidative stress, combined with the absence of the DNA 
repair enzyme Tdp1 might cause the growth arrest of MEFs.  Studies from other groups 
elucidated this phenomenon with cytogenetic analysis, they found that MEFs cultured in 20% 
oxygen accumulated two fold more chromosomal breaks than MEFs cultured in 3% oxygen, and 
absence of a DNA repair enzyme in MEFs increased the frequency of chromosome fragments in 
3% oxygen and even more in 20% oxygen (Goytisolo et al., 2001). The comet assay is a primary 
method to measure oxidative DNA damage (Mckelvey-Martin et al., 1993), and a preliminary 
study in cooperation with another member in our lab has indicated that Tdp1-deficient MEFs 
accumulated more DNA damage than normal MEFs. Moreover, Formation of H2AX foci 
indicates occurrence of DSB, as phosphorylated H2AX (Gamma-H2AX) is a sensitive target for 
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looking at DSBs in cells. We have an ongoing experiment to check the H2AX foci formation in 
Tdp1-deficient MEFs by Flow Cytometric Assay.  
When we assessed the radiosensitivities of immortal Tdp1 mouse cells, we found that there was 
no detectable difference between Tdp1-normal and Tdp1-deficient cells. We thought that this 
could be caused by the possible occurrence of a mutagenic or adaptive event in MEFs in 20% 
oxygen. Studies from other groups proved that immortal MEFs cultured in 20% oxygen have 
substantial DNA damage, and that immortalization of MEFs is usually caused by mutations in 
p53 or p19 
ARF
 (Kamijo et al., 1997), these adaptive changes do not prevent DNA damage, but 
rather render cells insensitive to it (Kamijo et al., Parrinello et al., 2003). 
Overall, we have shown that Tdp1 deficiency results in severe growth arrest in MEFs, that is at 
least partially dependent on oxidative stress. 
4.4 Tdp1 Deficient MEFs Showed Cell Cycle Arrest in G2 Phase  
Cell cycle checkpoints are control mechanisms that monitor successful completion of early cell 
cycle events and the integrity of the cell and generate delays in cell cycle progression in response 
to DNA damage (Hartwell et al., 1989; Kastan et al., 1997; Elledge et al., 1996). Cell cycle 
checkpoints operate in all phases of the cell cycle. Our data indicated that  Tdp1 deficient MEFs 
showed an apparent G2 arrest in both 20% and 3% oxygen, compared to Tdp1 normal MEFs, 
which showed a normal cell cycle distribution in both 20% and 3% oxygen (Figure 3-5), 
suggesting that some Tdp1 deficient cells cannot further enter M phase of cell cycle until the 
damaged DNA were repaired. DSBs are potent triggers of cell cycle arrest and apoptosis. Single 
strands breaks can become double strand breaks after replication by collapse of replication forks. 
So, DSBs in Tdp1 deficient MEFs formed during replication would accumulate in G2 phase and 
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induced G2 arrest in both 20% and 3% oxygen. Tdp1 deficient MEFs in 20% oxygen may 
accumulate more damage in G2 phase. So we think that deficiency of Tdp1 is the key factor for 
the induction of G2 arrest, not oxygen related.  Deficiency of Tdp1 in MEFs causes failure of 
some DSBs to repair. These DSBs may occur in G1 phase, S phase, or G2 phase. Usually, cells 
exposed to DNA damaging agents, such as oxidative stress, in early G1 phase may arrest at the 
point in mid G1 phase, whereas those in late G1 or S phase will delay the DNA synthesis. Those 
exposed in early to mid G2 may arrest in mid G2, whereas those in late G2 or early M phase will 
arrest in mitosis (Shackelford et al., 1999). Studies from other groups have outlined the 
mechanisms by which damaged DSBs activate G2 cell cycle checkpoint. The regulatory linkage 
between ATR and Chk1 strongly implicates ATR as a proximal component of the DNA damage-
induced G2 checkpoint in mammalian cells (Zhang et al., 2006). DNA damage leads to the 
activation of Chk1, which, in turn, phosphorylates the Cdc25C, a mitosis-promoting 
phosphatase. Phosphorylation of Cdc25C then promotes its binding with 14-3-3 proteins, which 
prevents its activation of the mitotic cyclin B-Cdc2 kinase, and damaged cells are effectively 
blocked from entering mitosis (Zhang et al., 2006). ATM also contributes to the inhibition of 
Cdc25C activity, particularly in IR-damaged cells, by activating Chk2, which is able to 
phosphorylate Cdc25C in vitro (Brown et al., 1999). In cells that express both ATM and ATR, 
ATM may activate Chk2 to reinforce the block to cyclin B-Cdc2 activation imposed by the 
ATR-hChk1 pathway. ATM is essential for G2 checkpoint activation after cells have traversed 
G1 and S phase (Zhang et al., 2006).  
V. Conclusions and Further Perspectives 
Even though previous studies in our group have demonstrated that there is a severe deficit in 3′-
PG processing in both whole-cell extract and nuclear extracts of SCAN1 cells, we found in this 
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study that SCAN1 cells were only mildly radiosensitive compared to normal control cells. These 
results suggested that most PG-terminated DSBs are still repaired in SCAN1 cells, but 
presumably by an alternative pathway that is not TDP1-dependent. Artemis has been found to 
process 3′ PG-terminated overhangs longer than four bases, while blunt and recessed 3′-PG ends 
can be processed by Ape1. We assume there may be alternative, or even more complicated repair 
pathways that can be triggered when classic NHEJ pathway fails, as suggested by the “repair 
foci” of DSB repair factors that can be detected long after the majority of DSBs have already 
been repaired (Bradbury et al., 2003). For the future work, we need to further define the reason 
for the apparent difference between the severe repair deficiency seen in extracts and the 
relatively mild radiosensitivity of SCAN1 cells occurred. Our previous experiments in vitro 
suggested that addition of recombinant TDP1 to SCAN1 whole cell and nuclear extracts restored 
3′-PG removal and allowed subsequent gap filing on the aligned DSB ends, in future we plan to  
generate a normal TDP1-complemented SCAN1 mouse model, to assess their response to 
ionizing radiation. 
In the study of the effect of oxidative stress on cellular proliferation in Tdp1-deficient MEFs, we 
found that Tdp1-normal MEFs grew faster and did not show signs of senescence in 3% oxygen, 
compared to same cell line cultured in 20% oxygen which showed a delayed growth and an 
obvious proliferative arrest. This result was consistent with previous reports from other groups 
(Todaro et al., 1963; Parrinello et al., 2003). Furthermore, our data also showed that early-
passage Tdp1-deficient MEFs grew poorly in 3% oxygen and even worse in 20% oxygen. Comet 
assays also showed Tdp1-deficient MEFs accumulated more DNA breaks than normal control 
MEFs. These results are consistent with the hypothesis that oxidative stress produces severe cell 
cycle arrest and poor cell growth in Tdp1-deficient MEFs. Studies from other groups elucidated 
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this phenomenon with cytogenetic analysis, which suggested that MEFs cultured in 20% oxygen 
accumulated two fold more chromosomal breaks than MEFs cultured in 3% oxygen, and absence 
of a DNA repair enzyme in MEFs increased the frequency of chromosome fragments in 3% 
oxygen and even more in 20% oxygen (Goytisolo et al., 2001). Thus, we will examine 
chromosome aberrations in MEFs in both 3% and 20% cultures to prove our results in genomic 
level. The comet assay is a frequently used method to measure oxidative DNA damage 
(Mckelvey-Martin et al., 1993). Even though preliminary comet data (obtained with the help of 
Vijay Menon, another member of our laboratory) has indicated that Tdp1-deficient MEFs 
accumulated more DNA damage than normal MEFs, we need to determine whether there is a 
significant difference in DNA damage levels in Tdp1 MEFs between 20% oxygen and 3% 
oxygen. Since senescent MEFs can develop an alternative morphology and express β-
galactosidase, we need to check the morphology and expression of β-galactosidase of Tdp1-
deficient MEFs in different oxygen conditions. Gamma-H2AX is sensitive target for looking at 
DSBs in cells. We have an ongoing experiment to check the formation of gamma-H2AX in Tdp1 
MEFs. Furthermore, we can try to measure the expression of   p19 
ARF
 and p16, two growth-
inhibitory tumor suppressors as well as p53 in early and later passages of Tdp1 deficient cells, to 
determine whether they enforce the observed arrest, and how arrest is eventually overcome in 
late-passage cells. 
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